





The BUZ.Z on faculty member Brian Sutton, Mathematics

Brian Sutton joined the mathematics
faculty at R-MC in 2005, ready to return
to his home state of Virginia after earn-
ing his Ph.D. from the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology (MIT). Sutton
grew up in Roanoke with his parents Ted
and Judy, as well as his brother Mike
and sister Brittany. Growing up, Sutton
was lucky enough to have an MS DOS
computer, which his father purchased
when Sutton was in 4th grade. This com-
puter purchase, as well as an inspiring
7th grade teacher named Mrs. King,
indirectly inspired Sutton down his
career path. Sutton says, “I enjoyed math
growing up, [ was always pretty good at
it, but Mrs. King was very precise and
encouraging in my pre-algebra class.” It
was when he started college at Virginia
Tech (class of ’01) that Sutton says, “I
was really able to hone my skills.”
During his first semester he took a
course called “Foundations of Higher
Mathematics” with Professor Margaret
Murray, which he found interesting and
inspiring as she discussed the “infinite
numbers of prime numbers.”

He chose MIT over other graduate
programs when his advisor at William &
Mary, where he participated in a summer
program before his senior year, suggest-
ed that he apply. Sutton says, “MIT was
great and had some of the best technolo-
gy to use, and Massachusetts was defi-
nitely a different place.” Sutton enjoyed
the springtime weather in Massachusetts
as he was able to go running, one of his
passions.

Sutton chose Randolph-Macon for
several reasons, primarily because he
wanted to move back to Virginia. He
says, “I felt solidified about my choice
after the interview, which went so well.”

Sutton enjoys running and he sug-
gests faculty and staff who are runners
check out the Buttermilk Trail, which
goes along the south bank of the James
River. The trail runs from the Lee Bridge
to the Atlantic Coastline Railroad
Bridge. Although he currently lives in
Mechanicsville, he enjoys the running
club he is a member of in the City of
Richmond.

Sutton would like to travel to Japan

Brian Sutton

someday. He was inspired by watching
the Anthony Bourdain “No
Reservations” episode, which explored
Osaka and Kiso Valley. Sutton also rec-
ommends that his colleagues watch the
original “Karate Kid” movie before they
go and see the new one. He has some
books to recommend, but because they
are all mathematic textbooks he
refrained from sharing them!
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The BUZZ on staff wmember Jeff Keeton, Physical Plant

While Jeff Keeton has only worked at R-
MC for five years, he has resided in
Virginia his entire life. Keeton’s hometown
is Glen Allen, where he lives with his
mother Beverley, his brother Curtis and
their dog Sebastian. Most R-MC employ-
ees may know him as one of the team
leaders for the housekeeping staff in the
Physical Plant, but Keeton has a lot of
interests outside of R-MC. When the
weather is nice, he enjoys driving his red
Yamaha Roadstar motorcycle to work and
for fun. His fascination for bikes started
when he was a kid: “I would be in the car
with my parents, and I would see a bike
pass us and I would just go crazy!” When
he was 13, he received a mini bike from
his dad as a Christmas present.

“It was so great, being on that bike, driv-
ing around on Christmas morning,” says
Keeton, who has participated in “hare
scrambles,” a form of off-road motorcycle
racing, and traditional motocross competi-
tions, for decades. He is not a big
NASCAR fan, which, he says, “is a fast

form of racing, but they are just going in
circles! I enjoy the races with variation,
like Formula 1 races.” He enjoys the BBC
show “Top Gear,” and admits to being a
big “gear head.” One of the benefits of
motorcycles is the opportunity to travel,
which Keeton has embraced readily. In
August 1982, he drove to the Grand
Canyon, which he said was “really hot, but
the safest time for motorcyclists to travel.
We had an incredible time, and the views
were so beautiful. I think that the Colorado
Rockies were the prettiest part of the trip,
because you drive through the flat lands of
Kansas, and as you move west you eventu-
ally see a speck of mountain that just
grows in front of you.”

Keeton is an avid photographer and has
documented most of his bike trips. One of
his favorite trips was taken in conjunction
with his former job at the old copy-
machine parts plant off of Lake Ridge
Parkway. He had the opportunity to spend
a month in Japan in April 1992, which was
“right when the cherry blossoms first start
32

ed to bloom.” The trip inspired him, and he
now is interested in Asian history, culture,
art and architecture.

Keeton enjoys working at Randolph-
Macon College and says, “I have enjoyed
getting to know the other staff. People are
so friendly and my colleagues and I have a
lot in common.”
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Departmental News:
Modern Languages

submitted bg Aoulcha Hilliard

The Modern Language Department offers a French major and minor that give stu-
dents the opportunity to discover the language, culture and literature of France and
Francophone countries.

The French section provides enrichment activities such as conversation gatherings,
film screenings and cultural events. Students can also attend the annual VCU/UR
French Film Festival and French operas. The department has hosted award-win-
ning French film directors who show and discuss their work. We’re also proud to
sponsor a chapter of the French Honorary Society, Pi Delta Phi.

We encourage students to study abroad because it offers several advantages: it
expands their cultural awareness, broadens their outlook on the world, strengthens
their self- reliance and increases their linguistic competency. Recent J-term courses
have included Paris Old and New, Paris in Literature and French Cinema. Study
abroad sites, for a semester or a year, include universities throughout France. The
Marcelle Pratt de Jouvenelle Scholarship (established by alumnus and former
Ambassador J. Reeves Childs), fully funds a year of study for a French major at
the University of Nice.

Our alumni have found jobs in a wide range of fields, including government, edu-
cation, business, law, journalism, fashion, medicine and international education. A
number of graduates have been awarded teaching assistantships in France under
the auspices of the Ministry of Education; others have served as Peace Corps vol-
unteers in French-speaking countries.

The French faculty regularly present papers at professional conferences and pub-
lish scholarly books and articles. In 2009, Amy deGraff, a specialist in 17th and
20th century French literature and French Fairy Tales, was awarded the Palmes
Academiques by the French government for her work to support the study of
French in the U.S.; Aouicha Hilliard, a specialist in 19th-century French and
Francophone literature, had her article on the Francophone writer Mohammed Dib
published this spring in FRENCH FORUM.

Last fall, Sandrine Teixidor, a specialist in 19th-20th century French and
Francophone literature and French cinema, published a co-edited collection of
essays on women in Francophone literature, and an article that appeared in
Contemporary French and Francophone Studies; and last spring, Jennifer
Shotwell, director of the Butler Language Laboratory and instructor of French,
made a presentation at an oral history conference, titled “Voices from Abroad.”

welcome

R-MC welcomes the following new
employees:

Nathawn Bell (athletics)

_ake Bowmaw (athletics)

Marissa Pillard (campus safety)

Harlano Stalrs (campus safety)

Farewell

R-MC bids a fond farewell to the fol-
lowing people:

will AYcock (advancement)
Lucas Jones (athletics)
Russell Mollett (athletics)

Mary Harvard Nolde
(advancement)

Denls Kanach (athletics)

FJ In 2008, the French
Ambassador to the
United States, H.E.
Pierre Vimont, visited
the campus of R-MC.

4

E“' Ramslolph-Maoon
e Colleg:

- Ashiznd Vg

The Buzz is published

monthly for the faculty
and staff of Randolph-
Macon College. Please

submit your informa-

tion, news. suggestions
and calendar items via

e-mail to Pam Cox at
pamelacox@rmc.edu.






