
OCTOBER 2006

INSIDE: Your News ï  Thank You's ï  Faculty & Staff Spotlights ï  Department Spotlight and More!

The Buzz: Helping Build Community Through Communication

The campus has been readying for
months.  Invitations have been sent.  The
Physical Plant staff has worked round the
clock to beautify the college lawns and
map out the largest and smallest ceremony
logistics.  Chartwells stands equipped to
feed hundreds � in addition to the regular
dining hall crowd � with extra chefs and
waiters waiting to transform the Brock
Center and Crenshaw Gymnasium into
first-class banquet facilities, complete
with ice sculptures, a martini bar and
delectable dishes.

Inauguration plans truly are full speed
ahead at Randolph-Macon, and the entire
R-MC community has rolled up its
sleeves to bring this celebration to
fruition.  The culminating event, the
Inauguration Ceremony, will take place
next Friday, Oct. 27, at 2 p.m. at the Frank
E. Brown Fountain Plaza.  The ceremony
marks the official inauguration of Robert
R. Lindgren as R-MC�s 15th president
and promises to be an unforgettable occa-
sion for the Randolph-Macon community.

The Inauguration ñ Celebrating New Beginnings

�The inauguration of President Lindgren
gives us a great opportunity to look back
across this college�s 176 years of excep-
tional service and also to celebrate a new
beginning on campus,� said Bill Franz,
interim dean of the college and also chair
of the Inauguration Steering Committee.
�This should be a time of celebration for
the whole college and also give faculty,
staff and students a chance to meet 
R-MC�s extended family and friends.�

During the Inauguration Ceremony,
President Lindgren will share his vision for
the future of Randolph-Macon, as well as
his insights after nine months in office.
Many members of the R-MC community
will share greetings and well wishes with
President Lindgren during the ceremony,
which also features guest speaker Daniel
H. Weiss, president of Lafayette College. 

All faculty and staff are invited to attend
the Inauguration Ceremony, and all full-
time faculty and staff also are invited to
attend the reception and inauguration din-
ner later that evening. The reception begins

at 6:30 p.m. in Crenshaw and will be
followed by dinner in the Brock Center.
John Luke, CEO of MeadWestvaco in
Richmond, will make a special presenta-
tion during the dinner, as will a friend of
President Lindgren�s.   In addition,

Advertisements appearing this month in various higher education
publications announce the official beginning of Randolph-Macon�s
search for a new provost, the position formerly known as dean of
the college.

Co-chaired by R-MC President Robert Lindgren and Economics
Professor Steve Lang, the provost search committee has been
working diligently for the past few weeks to move this search
process forward, in anticipation of having someone onboard next
summer.  The search committee includes administrators, faculty,
staff and one student, all elected or appointed by the college and
departments.   

Executive search firm Academic Search will assist the commit-

tee. Dr. Tobie van der Vorm will represent the firm, which special-
izes in top-level academic and administrative positions in higher
education. The firm most recently helped identify candidates for
the R-MC president position last fall.

The search committee already has spent numerous hours dis-
cussing the position and the attributes members hope to find among
top candidates.  Several open forums also were held to gather fac-
ulty and staff input on the position.  

�Many functions and responsibilities of this person touch on all
areas of the college,� Lang said.  �This is an important position for
the college and we want everyone to be a part of the process.  We
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