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The Buzz: Helping Build Community Through Communication

If you haven�t already, be sure to stop in the library, tiptoe up the stairs
and take a few minutes to marvel at the college�s most recent � and beauti-
ful � addition.  The vibrant quilt, commissioned by retired R-MC history
professor James Scanlon as a gift to the college, and as a companion to a
similar gift he commissioned in the 1990s, hangs perfectly in the stairwell,
beckoning all those who move from one floor to the next to stop and
admire its elegant features.  

The handiwork of Estelle Porter, the wife of R-MC professor Tom Porter
(history), the quilt took 330 hours to create.  Its theme reflects the history
of classical learning through architecture and forms, and includes recog-
nizable architectural fragments from some of the college�s most well-
known structures:  the fountain, Washington and Franklin Hall, Old
Chapel and also a building on the Boydton campus.  In addition, three yel-
low jackets are located in the quilting and the names of all the R-MC pres-
idents can be found around the quilt�s outer border.  The college is grateful
to both Professor Scanlon and Estelle Porter for sharing this beautiful
piece of artwork. �

Quilt Commemorates History of R-MC Through its Architectural Images  

Estelle Porter and James Scanlon stand in front of
the new quilt, located in the stairwell of R-MC�s
McGraw-Page Library.

R-MC Thanks Dean Holyer for His Dedicated Service
The campus community paid tribute to Dean

Rob Holyer and his many contributions to
Randolph-Macon during a special farewell cere-
mony held May 25 in the Wilkins Atrium in the
Thomas Branch building.  Holyer will be leaving
the college at the end of the spring semester to
assume his new role as Provost of Presbyterian
College in Clinton, South Carolina, on July 1,
2006.  

Holyer assumed his role as dean of R-MC in
July 1999.  During his time here, he has been a
strong leader and instrumental in the development
and implementation of the college-wide strategic
plans. He also chaired the college�s planning and
budget committee, provided key leadership dur-
ing important curriculum changes, and created for
the Higgins Academic Center a central role in the
academic program.  He was an effective acting
president during Dr. Roger Martin�s sabbatical in the fall of 2004, and has worked closely with various student and alumni
groups through the years.  The college wishes Dean Holyer and his wife, Karen, much happiness and success in this new
and exciting endeavor. �

President Robert Lindgren presents Dean Rob Holyer with a Randolph-Macon clock
as a small token of appreciation for his dedicated service.  




