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The Buzz: Helping Build Community  Through Communication

SURF’s Way Up At R-MC This Summer!
SURF’s way up at Randolph-

Macon this summer! Thirty students
and 22 faculty advisers are hard at
work in the laboratory, out in the field
and even in Yucatan, Mexico, by way
of R-MC’s 2006 Summer
Undergraduate Research Fellowship
(SURF) program.

This summer, projects are all over
the intellectual map. R-MC senior
Susan Borowski, for example, is
investigating ways to remove sulfur
from coal and accordingly, squelch
one of the primary causes of acid
rain, while junior Chelsea Coleman is
reaching out into the community to
study the effects of animal interaction
on a group of local adults with mental
retardation.  Coleman and the group
already have visited Barbara Wirth’s
(faculty secretary) miniature donkey
farm and they also are well on their

way to paper-
macheing and
painting a life-
size wire mesh
donkey, currently
located outside
of the Copley
Science
Building.
Coleman’s proj-
ect continues a
partnership with
Hanover Arc that
began more than
a year ago by
way of a First-
Year Experience
(FYE) course,
“The Minding Class.”  

“Chelsea was one of the students in
The Minding Class,” said psychology
professor Alva Hughes, who taught

the FYE class and also is the faculty
adviser for Coleman’s SURF project.
“She has continued her relationship

Alva Hughes (right) passes baby goat Sierra to Mary Rhyne, one of the Hanover
Arc guests participating in Chelsea Coleman’s SURF project. As part of the 
project, local adults with mental retardation are visiting Barbara Wirth’s miniature
donkey farm in Caroline County.
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Faculty and staff celebrated another
successful year by coming together for
the annual SummerFest event June 8.
SummerFest 2006 pitted the Maples
against the Oaks in a daylong competi-
tion involving events such as volley-
ball, softball and bingo. 

Led by Carroll LaHaye (head
women’s basketball coach), the Maples
waged a spirited battle against the
Oaks, led by Rodney Bardwell (direc-
tor of residence life and housing).  In
the end, though, it was the Oaks who
took home the prized SummerFest vic-
tory. 

“First, congratulations to the Oaks for
capturing the coveted championship
trophy!” LaHaye said.  “I was honored
to be the captain of the Maples this
year, as I really enjoy the day of fun
and fellowship with individuals that we
see and work with all year, but never
get a chance to know or spend a whole
lot of time with.  It is a wonderful day
for the Randolph-Macon community to
come together and enjoy one another in
fun and games and to reflect on the
opportunities we have here.”

Bardwell, still relishing in his team’s

Mighty  Oaks Take SummerFest 2006 Win
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Team captain is a tough job!  Oaks captain
Rodney Bardwell takes a minute to cool off
between volleyball games.


