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The Buzz: Helping Build Community  Through Communication

With the new semester also comes a
new interim academic dean.  Bill Franz
assumed this role July 1, following
Rob Holyer’s departure.   A professor
of physics, Franz has been at
Randolph-Macon since 1983 and has
extensive experience in administration,
including previously serving as associ-
ate dean of the college for nine years
during Jerry Garris’deanship. 

“Bill will be a tremendous resource,
particularly in the face of the SACS
Reaccreditation process,” said R-MC
President Robert R. Lindgren. “He is
an effective leader with an unwavering

commitment to Randolph-Macon and our
mission.  His depth of knowledge across
the college will be enormously helpful in
both assuring this stability and working
toward future goals.”

Franz has taught a wide spectrum of
courses during his career and also was one
of the founders of R-MC’s environmental
studies program.  His research interests
include instrumentation, alternate energy
analyses and the physics of sports.  

Randolph-Macon will begin a national
search for a permanent dean in the coming
months. •

Bi l l  Franz Assumes Role as Interim Dean

Bill Franz, who assumed his role as interim aca-
demic dean July 1, 2006, is hard at work ready-
ing for the fall semester.

THE INAUGURATION OF

ROBERT R. LINDGREN

AS THE FIFTEENTH PRESIDENTOF

RANDOLPH-MACON COLLEGE

WILL TAKE PLACE ON FRIDAY

THE TWENTY SEVENTH OF OCTOBER

TWO THOUSAND AND SIX

AT TWO O’CLOCK IN THE AFTERNOON.

PLEASE RESERVE THE DATE.

A FORMAL INVITATION AND ADDITIONAL

INFORMATION WILL FOLLOW.

RANDOLPH-MACON COLLEGE

ASHLAND, VIRGINIA

Save the Date!
President Lindgren’s Inauguration Set for Oct. 27, 2006

The official inauguration of Robert
R. Lindgren as R-MC’s 15th president
will take place at 2 p.m. on Friday,
Oct. 27, 2006. There also will be a
number of pre-inaugural events lead-
ing up to this big day so mark your
calendars now!   A steering committee,
co-chaired by Bill Franz (interim aca-
demic dean) and Anne Marie
Lauranzon (marketing & communica-
tions) has been working for the last
month to organize this big event and a
full program of inaugural events will
be announced in the coming weeks.  A
“Save the Date” invitation also has
been sent to all faculty and staff mem-
bers’home addresses.  In addition, an
inaugural Web site currently is being
developed to include all planned activ-
ities so stay tuned for more details on
this momentous occasion! •

R-MC’s Cultural Arts
& Entertainment Series
Packed with Programs!

Randolph-Macon’s 2006-2007
Cultural Arts & Entertainment
Series is packed with programs you
won’t want to miss!  NBC’s Last
Comic Standingwinner Josh Blue
will kick off the series with a free
show that promises to keep the audi-
ence in stitches on Sept. 7 at 8 p.m.
The Richmond Symphony also will
return to campus for four special
installments of the Beethoven
Festivalseries, as well as an addi-
tional show on Oct. 26 in honor of
President Lindgren’s inauguration.
Also, internationally acclaimed jour-
nalist and former presidential advis-
er David Gergen will shares his
thoughts on the midterm congres-
sional elections and their impact on
the country on Nov. 30.  In addition,
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