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For more on the CX demolition, see page 6.

In the 1980s, the campus center was very much the meet and 
greet place. ”
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“

For more on the Miss Universe controvery, see page 8.

It was remarkable to think about all that we experienced; it is 
almost indescribable. ”
“
For more on the J-Term Brazil trip, see page 7.

Originally born male, Talackova said that ! rst knew that she 
was a girl when she was very young. ”

“For more on Faith Ringold, see page 3.

She made me feel like I was welcomed into her home listening 
about her life story. ”

Attack of the Inchworms: Watch Your Shirt
by Rachel Johnsen `13

Senior News Editor

It could be a scene from a horror 
movie. On a pleasant and sunny day, hun-
dreds of crawling, squirming worms dangle 
in what seems like thin air, and even more 
drop on unsuspecting cars, buildings and 
people. 

However, this is no Hollywood • lm 
scene; this has been life at Randolph-Macon 
College for the past several weeks. With the 
start of spring, there have been an unprec-
edented amount of inchworms spotted on 
campus. 

Like so many other Randolph-Macon 
students this spring, Mikhaila Calice, 
'15, dislikes the surplus of inchworms on 
campus. 

ª€ e inchworms are everywhere. I 

was walking to Copley one day and there 
were hundreds dropping from the trees, 
and I had them in my hair all over,º Calice 
said. ªI found one in my room today and it 
was awful. I'm terri• ed of them.º 

Fellow freshman Betsy Hebert agreed 
with Calice.

ª€ ey get in my clothes, and they're 
everywhere,º Hebert said. ªI don't like them, 
they hang from the trees, and there's like 
seven of them at a time. I'm not a fan.º 

€ ese inchworms, which have been 
appearing en masse on campus, are com-
monly called fall cankerworms and come 
from the family Geometridae. 

The fall cankerworm is the larvae 
state of the plain moth species Alsophil-

apometaria commonly found throughout 
all of North America. It gets its common 
name from the activity of the adult, as the 
adult moths are most active in the fall. Other 
names for the fall cankerworms include 
inchworms, loopers or measuringworms. 

The phenomenon which has been 
observed throughout campus is one of the 
main stages of the caterpillars' development. 
As described in the article ªMeet the Fall 
Cankerwormº written by R-MC Biology 
Professor Dr. Arthur V. Evans, these inch-
worms are well on their way to becoming 
moths.  

ªA! er 4-5 weeks of feeding, the cater-
pillars reach maturity and lower themselves 
on to the ground via silk strands to enter 
the soil to pupate,º Dr. Evans said. ªEach 
caterpillar descends from its egg on a single 
silken strand and is dispersed by the wind.º

As an entomologist, Dr. Evans is an 
expert on all things bug-related. In response 
to the question as to why there are so many 
more inchworms present this spring than 
in years past, Evans entertained a plausible 
hypothesis. 

ªOne guess, and this is just a guess, 
is that because we had such a mild winter, 
more of the eggs that were laid in the winter 
survived,º Dr. Evans said.

€ is makes sense, as a higher survival 
rate amongst the eggs means a larger popu-
lation of inchworms in the spring. 

€ e warm weather experienced this 
winter also explains why the inchworms 
are descending from the trees this early 
in the spring. Usually, inchworms do not 

mature enough to begin their descent until 
late spring. 

€ is time lapse has resulted in a fairly 
fortunate and advantageous consequence 
for the inchworm: the inchworms have 
as of yet avoided the hungry mouths of 
migrating birds. 

ªTypically these [inchworms] come 
out a little bit later, just as the birds are 
arriving migrating north from South and 
Central America; and of course these and a 
lot of other insects are gobbled up by nesting 
birds,º Dr. Evans said. ª€ e migration hasn't 
really arrived in force yet. And whether or 
not more caterpillars will survive because 
we don't have these waves of migrating birds 
gobbling them up remains to be seen but 
that is certainly a possibility.º

Luckily for us, the population boom 
of these inchworms is nothing to worry 
about as they are as harmless as your typi-
cal plain moth. However, they do have an 
appetite for hardwood species of trees and 
shrubs which makes them a pest throughout 
North America. 

ª€ ey eat everything. € ey are not 
fussy at all. € ey will go a! er any deciduous 
hardwood or shrub, which is one of the rea-
sons why they do so well and get everyone's 
attention. € ey are not specialists by any 
means,º Dr. Evans said.

However, it is hard to tell if the 
inchworms will have a lasting e" ect on the 
campus this spring. 

Probably it will amount to nothing 
much more than a number of disgruntled 
students tired of little green worms. 

“For more on Habitat for Humanity, see page 2.

We left a small part of ourselves there, a personal, sentimental 
contribution to the home.Ashland Emergency Forces trained for 

hostile emergences in Mary Branch Hall at 
Randolph-Macon College on March 16.

 Resident assistants and school 
campus safety o#  cers joined in on the train-
ing with the Ashland Police Department by 
learning how to clear or lock down buildings. 
€ e Ashland Police Department set up many 
scenarios that may deal with setting up pe-
rimeters, making immediate entries, dealing 
with hostage barricade situations or dealing 
with explosive devices.

Lt. James Shelhorse said the police, 
resident assistances, and campus safety o#  cers 
were placed in high-stress situations in order 
to practice emergency response on campus. 

€ e police o#  cers were given little in-
formation when being dispatched to the area 
to di" use the situation.

ªWe all have to work together and know 
what each other is going to do in the event 
something like (Virginia Tech) happens here,º 
Shelhorse said.

Shelhorse said he was happy with way 
the scenarios went and that the o#  cers ap-
preciated using the campus to train. He said 
he feels prepared if something like this were 
to happen, but the work is never done.

ª€ e o#  cers greatly appreciate the use 
of the campus and real±life role players to 
bring a touch of reality to the training,º Shel-
horse said. ªIt is very important for the o#  cers 

to continue this type of training, the more you 
train, the better prepared you will be.º

Mentor Resident Assistant Matthew 
Musser was responsible for the entire training 
course. Musser is in charge of emergency and 
duty procedures and he said that he wanted 
the RAs to be prepared for a possible intruder. 

ªI felt that it would be good for not only 
Randolph-Macon and the RA's to be prepared 
for a possible hostile intruder,º Musser Said, 
ªbut also the community such as APD.º

Musser said he was pleased with how 
the event went and that the Resident Assistants 
got a good understanding why the police are 
on campus.

ªOverall the event went very well and we 
considered it a huge success,º Musser said. ªIt 
was a great environment for the RA's to really 
see that APD is here to help us not searching 
for trouble.º

Resident Assistant Dustin Baellow got 
the • rst hand experience during the police 
training. Baellow says he is satis• ed with how 
the event went and is con• dent with how the 
police handled the situation. 

ªI learned a lot. Not so much about how 
APD is going to respond, but more about how 
prepared APD really is,º Baellow said. ª€ ey 
were unaware of the situations and reacted 
more than amazing in each situation. I was 
very impressed.º

by  Kurt Sporer`12

Contributing Writer 

APD Emergency Drill on Campus  
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! e Randolph-Macon Chaplain, Pro-
fessor Headrick and R-MC students took 
a trip during spring break to volunteer in 
the Washington, D.C. area to bring some 
students together to make a di" erence in an 
impoverished community. 

! e main service was working with 
children, and the students say that it was a 
very rewarding way to spend their spring 
break. 

Some R-MC students decided that they 
would not just go to the beach or back home 
but they wanted to serve a community that 
is in need. ! e children they helped appreci-
ated their presence for the time the students 
were there. 

! ree students talked about their time 
in Washington, D.C. during this unique 
spring break opportunity. 

David Miller, '14, talked about the 
purpose of the trip and why he decided to 
go on an alternate spring break.

ª! e main reason for the trip was to 
help others but also to gain a deeper insight 
of our own beliefs and ideals,º Miller said.  

Miller says he has wanted to go to 
Washington, D.C. for a while and for him this 
was the perfect opportunity since he enjoys 
community service. 

A few students talk about their experi-
ences like what they enjoyed most and how 
they were impacted through the work they 
did during their week of service.

Brandon Kemps, '12, spent his last 
spring break for college participating in an 
alternative spring break where he was volun-
teering in D.C. His favorite part of the trip 
also involved children that were at a daycare.

ªI love kids and being able to play 
dodge ball was so much fun,º Kemps said. 

Miller's favorite part of the trip is when 
the students worked with an a# er school pro-
gram of elementary school kids and helped 
them with homework and played with them. 
Miller says he  enjoyed this so much because 
he was working with children that are around 
the ages of his siblings which is about $ ve 
to eleven. 

Another student, Graeme Biddle, '14, 
shared a part of the trip that he will never 
forget.

ªMy favorite part was when we vol-
unteered for an a# er school program with 
children from El Salvador,º Biddle said. 

Biddle says they didn't know English 
very well, but it was awesome because they 
got to work one on one with a child to help 
them become better readers and writers. 

! e students also learned something 
about themselves by volunteering during 

their spring break. 
ªI learned I am an introvert and a 

procrastinator because a# er the trip, I real-
ized I need to follow through with more,º 
Miller said. 

He has grown to learn more about him-
self and how he can improve in his daily life 
from the experiences he had during the trip. 

Biddle was impacted in a positive way 
from this trip; 

ªIt made me realize how blessed my life 
is and how important it is to support and love 
those in need,º Biddle said. 

His idea is similar to Kemps, and he 
talks about how he has been impacted by 
the experiences.

ªI realized that there are people out 
there just like me that do not have the same 
privileges and opportunities that I have,º 
Kemps said. ªWe should all be grateful for 
what we have now.º

! e students realized that they should 
be grateful for what they have and how help-
ing others can really make a positive impact 
in their own lives. R-MC students are advo-
cates for service and helping others and the 
students that went to Washington, D.C. over 
spring break really represented our college 
and themselves in a positive way. 

by Marlana Cirillo `14

Contributing Writer

DC Trip Spring Break: 

by Laura Rafner`13

Sta!  Writer 

H4H ASB 

Over spring break a small group of 
Randolph Macon's members of Habitat for 
Humanity traveled to Albany, Georgia for an 
alternative spring break (ASB) experience.  

! ese students participated in building 
the interiors of two homes and represented 
our college well in contributing to the bet-
terment of the lives of the families who will 
live in them.  

Habitat Humanity member Tori Har-
rison, '13, was one of these students. 

ª[ASB was] a really good bonding 
experience that I didn't expect to have,º Har-
rison said.  ªI went on the trip with some 
reservations. I wasn't sure what to expect 
and didn't really know any of the people I 
was traveling with well, but it exceeded my 
expectations greatly.º 

Harrison also talked says such an ex-
perience is rare.

ªYou don't get many opportunities to 
make a signi$ cant di" erence in a commu-
nity, and I found to do so is very rewarding,º 
Harrison said. ªIn our small group I had the 
chance to get to know many students that I 
never would have met otherwise.  

For Harrison ASB reminded her of 
how she spent previous summers. 

ª! is trip felt simi-
lar to being on a summer 
camp retreat, but one with 
a great deal of purpose,º 
Harrison said. ªI had a 
really good time; this was 
my favorite spring break 
by far and has motivated 
me to seek out other forms 
volunteer work too.º   

On this trip the stu-
dents worked challenging 
and long days installing 
paneling and insulation to 
the two homes. ! eir days 
usually went from 6:30 
A.M. to 4-5 P.M. in the af-
ternoon.  ! ough the work 
was no joke, there were 
many other activities that 
the group did in addition 
to their volunteer work 
such as a trip to a zoo, the 
planetarium and a visit to 
Ray Charles Plaza. 

ªWe went out to eat, 
had several people cook 
for us, and there were so 

many snacks, I don't want to look at another 
Gatorade for a long time. In other words we 
were in good hands,º Harrison said. ªOne 
family made us traditional southern food 
which was unbelievable. I liked learning 
about the culture di" erences between Ash-
land and Albany.º  

Randolph-Macon wasn't the only col-
lege working at this site. ! ere were also stu-
dents from the University of Wisconsin who 
interacted with ours and added an interesting 
outside perspective from other colleges who 
shared the group's values in supporting the 
same cause. 

ªAt the end of the trip, something that 
I thought was special and made a distinct 
impression on me was when all of students 
signed their names on a discrete spot in the 
house,º Harrison said. ªWe le#  a small part 
of ourselves there, a personal, sentimental 
contribution to the home or a little caring 
statement for the future families and our-
selves showing who contributed to making 
these homes possible.º  

For anyone who has interest in know-
ing more about Habitat for Humanity the 
group meets typically on Tuesdays at 5:30 
P.M. in Copley 100. ! is group is a wonder-
ful aspect of our college community and is 
always open to new members. 

                                    Spring Break



On the evening of • ursday March 29th, 
Blackwell Auditorium was € lled with a sold-
out crowd for the lecture event titled ªFaith 
Ringgold: More • an Sixty Yearsº hosted by 
the R-MC Art History Department. 

Members of the Randolph-Macon and 
Ashland communities alike gathered to listen 
to the career of Faith Ringgold as told by the 
artist herself. 

The artistic career of 
Faith Ringgold - which spans 
over six decades - is one that 
is impossible to completely 
cover in an hour and a half 
lecture. However, Ringgold 
e• ectively gave the audience 
an enlightening and inspir-
ing run-though of her career 
and her most profound works 
of art. 

• e lecture started with 
a welcome and introduction 
made by Dr. Evie Terrono, 
R-MC Associate Professor 
of Art History. Dr. Terrono 
outlined the achievements 
Ringgold had made to the 
artistic community and the 
world at large. 

During her part of the 
event, Ringgold herself took 
the audience through a visual 
journey of her artistic career 
using a power point presen-
tation featured on a large 
screen. After the opening 
speech, the lights were turned 
o•  leaving only an overhead 

screen and a small reading light visible to 
the audience. 

Each slide on the screen showed an 
image of one of Ringgold's works of art and 
the year it was created. It is appropriate to 
say works of art instead of paintings because 
Ringgold does not limit herself to just paint-
ings; Ringgold's works also include a myriad 

of quilts, performance masks, mosaics and 
other expressive mediums.  

Ringgold started her artistic tour with 
the year 1948, when she created at the age of 
18 her € rst recognized oil painting. In addi-
tion to describing the painting, Ringgold also 
recounted the reaction she received from her 
college professors to her desire to become 
an artist. 

ªIn 1948, my professors did not assure 
me that I was going to be an artist,º Ringgold 
said. ªAs a matter of fact, they joked that any 
of us wanted to be artists. • ey said ̀All of the 
important artists are dead.'º

However, that did not stop her from 
continuing to create pieces of art, as was 
shown throughout her slide presentation. 
With each slide, Ringgold continued on 
through the years, showing through her 
works her artistic development as well as her 
maturing sense of identity. 

ªIn the 1970's I discovered my roots in 
African Art and began to paint and create art 
speci€ cally for my identity as a black woman,º 
Ringgold said. ªI began to rein in my art and 
to tell my story not only through pictures but 
through words and in masked performances.º 

Ringgold's upbringing and own life 
experiences continued to have an impact on 
her artistic career. One of her works, a subway 
mosaic in Harlem entitled Flying Home Har-
lem Heroes and Heroines, was inspired by the 
in! uential people who came from Harlem, 
where she grew up.

ª[I created it] to show the artists, people 
who I grew up with as a child and the musi-
cians. • ese people lived all around here, so 

I knew that it was possible to do wonderful 
things because I saw so many wonderful 
people do it,º Ringgold said. ªI don't even 
think they knew they were [famous]. Well 
if people don't tell you, and if you're not in 
books, and they don't teach about them in 
school. I don't think they knew either. But 
there they all were, living together in the same 
neighborhood.º

• e strength of Ringgold's character 
and story was apparent throughout the pre-
sentation and had an inspiring e• ect on a 
number of students who attended the event. 

Sophomore Leigh Bartlett commented 
on how the presentation showed Ringgold's 
admirable  determination. 

ªHer lecture was just as amazing as she 
was. She made such an e• ort to connect with 
the audience,º Bartlett said. ªHer lecture was 
really about her struggle as a black, female 
artist and throughout the entire lecture she 
kept saying things like ªWhat are they gonna 
do, stop me? • ey can't stop me.º

Sophomore Jennifer Watson echoed 
this sentiment. 

ªWhat stuck with me the most was 
when she said, `'I could do it. I didn't want 
to. I can do whatever I want,'' when talking 
about a critic who said her work needed more 
movement. It reminded me of how I should 
take hold of my own freedoms,º Watson said. 

Watson also says that Ringgold's form 
of presentation made her feel welcome. 

ªI really enjoyed the lecture. However, 
it didn't feel like a lecture. She made me feel 
like I was welcomed into her home listening 
about her life story,º Watson said. 

" # $ % & ' & (
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On a recent book tour, author Kate 
Chenery Tweedy and co-author Leeanne 
Ladin stopped by the Randolph-Macon 
College campus to discuss to a crowd of fans 
and observers their new book  Secretariat's 
Meadow ± • e Land, • e Family, • e Legend 
about one of the most famous horses in horse 
racing history.

 On Saturday March 31st, a crowd 
gathered in Andrews Hall for the anticipated 
new book about the same horse that the Dis-
ney Movie, • e Secretariat, is based on. • e 
event also marked the Secretariat's birthday. 
A vast display of pictures, pamphlets, books 
and knowledgeable individuals graced sev-
eral tables. As the crowd circulated through 
these displays they were greeted with a 
diverse set of information about the history 
of horse racing, its future and of course, the 
influence that the Secretariat had on the 
sport.

 In an adjacent room, seats were full 
as Kate Chenery Tweedy and Leeanne Ladin 
themselves gave a presentation on what their 
new book will cover. Starting o•  with a bit 
of history, Kate Chenery Tweedy starts from 
before the Secretariat was born with the his-
tory and careers of his Sire, or Father, Bold 
Ruler and his Grandsire, or Grandfather, 
Nasrullah. She even dived into a lot of what 
the family was like that raised these horses. 

ª¼Preyed, literally for their daily, not 
every dayº Kate Chenery Tweedy remarked 
about her grandfather Christopher Chenery 
who attended Randolph-Macon College. 

Kate noted that despite their impov-
erished background, the family maintained 
their religion and morals and even got all 
their children through college. • at included 
his son Penny Chenery who later went on to 
own the Secretariat.

 A" er an interesting look into the 
history leading up to the Secretariat, the 

presentation shi" ed into an interesting look 
about the legend himself. A" er losing his 
€ rst race, • e Secretariat went on to win 
many races in his career on the tracks and it 
was even noted in the presentation that the 
Secretariat had his own unique personality 
that helped them to win races. In 1973, the 
Secretariat became the € rst horse, in a full 
twenty-€ ve years to become a U.S. Triple 
Crown champion.

 The Secretariat was owned by 
Penny Chenery and trained by Lucien Laurin.  
Among the riders included Ron Turcotte, 
Paul Feliciano and Eddie Maple. 

 A" er a long and inspirational career 
in horse racing, the Secretariat passed away in 
the year 1989. A" er a life of many wins and 
honors, the Secretariat's legend is not faded. 
Not only is that grand horse remembered, 
his family line has le"  the sport with some 
of the best horses racing today. Decades later, 
the Secretariat's life has inspired books and 
movies and is still seen as a key part of racing 
today. 

The future of Horse Racing proves 
to be just as rich and interesting as it's past. 
Fundraisers and campaigns are ongoing to 
keep and maintain Meadow Stables where 
Secretariat was raised. Along with that, the 
sport as a whole is moving forward in pro-
found and meaningful ways. In our modern 
day, the sport itself provides people will the 
opportunity to bet and enjoy races online 
and even tail gate at certain events. On July 
21, 2012, fans of the sport are welcome to 
• e Virginia Derby where there will be a 
Party Zone, tailgating, bands and of course 
horse racing.  

• e event here on campus provided a 
great venue for anyone who wanted to know 
about horse racing and one of the sport's most 
in! uential horses, the Secretariat.   

Celebration of Secretariat 
by Connor Wolf`13

Sta•  Writer 

Faith Ringgold: A Look at More Than 60 Years in Art 

Japanese Culture Festival  

by Rachel Johnsen `13

Senior News Editor

On the a" ernoon of Saturday March 
31st, the Japanese Culture Club held its € rst 
annual Japanese Culture Fest on the Fountain 
Plaza from 1-5pm. 

The Japanese Culture Festival was a 
completely free and savory event, featuring a 
variety of Japanese food.  

James Gunter, Treasurer of the JCC, put 
together a menu for all tastes which featured 
dishes such as beef and chicken yakitori and 
beef and vegetarian ramen. Other food items 
included mocha, dango, and sushi. 

 ªA lot of work was put into putting on 
the festival,º Gunter stated. 

People also had the opportunity to have 
pictures taken of themselves wearing tradi-
tional Japanese clothing items such as Kimono 
and Yukata. In addition, the festival featured 
an origami table as well as a cra"  table for mak-
ing weather charms called Teru Teru Bozu. 

• e president of the JCC Megan Jones, 
'13, explained the motivation and thought 
process behind organizing these unique dishes 
and activities for the campus. 

ªWe came up with the festival mainly 
because we wanted to share our love of Japa-
nese Culture with the campus,º Jones said. 

Kristen Hodge, '12, who is a member 
of the Japanese Culture Club, described the 
general response of people at the festival. 

ªEveryone who came up was a little 
shy about it at € rst, but once they got into it 
I could tell they were having fun with it, es-
pecially with the bokken sword props we had 
for them to hold.º

Another member Annabelle O'Neil, 
'15, also says that the event turned out to be 
a success. 

ªWell, we were all really excited at how 
many people showed up. We ended up having 
a really good turnout, and I think everyone 
had a great time,º O'Neil said. 

James Gunter expects an even better 
turnout in years ahead. ªAll and all not a bad 
start but with a bigger budget and more time 
to plan we should have many more options,º 
Gunter said. 

 Jones says the success of the event will 
ensure its continuation. 

ª• is was the € rst year of the Japanese 
Culture Fest but we hope to do it again, a lot of 
people seemed interested and it was so much 
fun to put together,º Jones said. 

by Rachel Johnsen `13

Senior News Editor
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                             Politics on Campus 

Randolph-Macon hosted Virginia 
Senator Mark Warner (D) at a town hall 
meeting on Tuesday, April 3rd in Blackwell 
Auditorium. 

Dean Lauren Bell wrote about 
the school's enthusiasm for his visit in a 
campus-wide email on Monday. 

Having worked in the U.S. Senate, I 
can attest to how unusual it is for a sitting 
U.S. Senator to make an appearance on a 
campus of our size, the message stated.!In 
addition, senators days are typically sched-
uled into 15-minute increments, so the fact 
that Mr. Warner has agreed to spend an 
hour at R-MC is also extraordinary. 

Dean Bell also wrote about the op-
portune timing of such a visit. 

ªWith the range of issues facing the 
country, an upcoming presidential and U.S. 
Senate election in Virginia, and questions 
about whether Congress has the ability to 
" nd consensus, this is a particularly timely 
opportunity,º the message stated. 

Warner was Virginia's governor from 
2002-2006, and during that time he kept 
Virginia's high bond rating, invested $1.5 
billion of state money in public education 
and created 135,000 new jobs. 

President Lindgren introduced 
Warner on Tuesday by recounting his re-
markable record as governor and senator, 
his education as a " rst generation college 
student at George Washington University 
and Harvard Law, and his prudent invest-
ment in the cell phone industry in the 
1980s and 1990s. 

When Warner took the podium 
he responded by joking that he was one 
speaker who would never tell his audience 
to turn o#  their cell phones. 

His short speech was made up of 
three main points.

ª% e good news, the bad news, and 
the other good news,º Warner said. 

Warner says that the " rst piece of 
good news was that the American econo-
my was recovering from its worst recession 
since the Great Depression. 

ª% at is a piece of good news that is 
long overdue,º he said. 

Subsequently, the senator says that 

there was still some bad news because 
the U.S. government is currently under 
an overwhelming amount of debt that is 
growing each day.

Despite what other politicians might 
say, Warner says that there is only one true 
solution for the economy. 

ªIt means that you're going to have to 
cut spending and raise revenues,º he said. 

Warner went on to say that doing 
one without the other would never be 
su&  cient. 

% e " nal piece of good news that 
he imparted is that 80 percent of all new 
jobs in America comes from start-up 
businesses. 

ª% ere's still no better place than 
the U.S. if you have an idea or a dream,º 
Warner said. 

Warner also says that the Jobs Act 
was created to make it easier for new busi-
nesses to get started and make revenue like 
established companies. 

He then spent a period of time tak-
ing and answering questions from the 
audience. 

Two of the most poignant exchanges 
were about the job market for graduating 
seniors and Congress' current inadequacy. 
Warner says that seniors would be smart 
to turn to the energy market because there 
would be a lot of growth there in the next 
few years.

He also told students that they 
shouldn't be afraid to fail, because failure 
is a teaching tool and is useful. 

When it came to discussion of the 
senate, Warner says that many things need 
to be reformed.

Warner explained that the " libus-
tering process was flawed and that the 
tradition of Congressmen having more 
in* uence only because of seniority made 
the legislature less e# ective. 

He also emphasized the need for 
bipartisanship and the need for everyone to 
cross party lines for the good of the nation, 
and that working in an election year did 
not mean that Congress could take time 
o#  from its duties. 

VA Senator M. Warner

by Bethany Rotenberry `12

Managing Editor

D. Strategist J. Carville
James Carville spoke on the state of our 

nation as part of the Watkin's lecture series 
Wednesday, April 4 at 7:30 pm in Blackwell 
Auditorium. % e event sold out rapidly.

A+ er the lecture, Carville signed his book 
that was sold at the event.

Carville is a prominent Democratic strat-
egist who has been known to steer losing cam-
paigns to landslide victories. One of Carville's 
most prominent victories was getting President 
William Je# erson Clinton into o&  ce in 1992.

Carville frequently contributes on CNN 
and is a Professor of Practice at Tulane Univer-
sity in New Orleans.

Carville has recently shi+ ed his focus 
internationally, leading Ehud Barak to become 
Prime Minister of Israel in 1999.

His wife, Mary Matalin, is a prominent 
Republican Strategist, and they have coau-
thored several books.

Carville was present for a press confer-
ence at 3:00 pm.

During the conference, Carville com-
mented on the Republican race and Obama's 
chances in 2012.

Carville was asked several questions 
concerning Republican governor of Virginia, 
Bob McDonald.

Carville responded that though McDon-
ald has kept Virginia grounded, he will not 
single-handedly make Virginia vote red.

He also responded to questions about 
the importance of Virginia to Republicans and 
Democrats.

Carville stated that if Republicans lose 
Virginia, the Democrats will win, but a 
Democratic loss is not the end of the Obama 
campaign.

His main statement during the press 
conference was a focus on the changing demo-
graphic of the country.

ª% e country is changing,º said Carville.
% e country is becoming more diversi-

" ed. Every year the electorate is half a percent 
less white.

Women are the biggest change. % ey are 
the largest growing demographic in law school 
and medical school. % ey are marrying later 
and staying in the workforce longer.

Interestingly, Carville 
believes that the overturn of 
the healthcare bill is a good 
thing for the Democratic 
Party.

Later, the party can 
say, ªAt least we tried some-
thing,º even though it was 
over-turned by what Carville 
referred to as five cranky, 
old men.

Carville concluded 
with comments about this 
year's Republican candi-
dates.

ª The  Repub l i can 
brand has been hurt in this 
process,º said Carville.

He referred to the 
candidates as ªpathetic,º 
and showed disdain for the 
choice of candidates.

Of course, he noted 
that this was fantastic for 
his party.

% e evening presenta-
tion " lled Blackwell Audito-
rium to capacity.

In Carvil le's usual 
style, he began by joking 
around with the audience.

ªSarah Pal in  just 
walked into a Washington 

think tank and drowned,º Carville opened a+ er 
pulling out his cell phone.

A+ er several more jokes, he continued 
into the serious portion of his presentation.

Carville discussed the changing state of 
the United States and insisted that we must 
utilize the resources we have here.

ªWe need to be what he can be,º said 
Carville.

He insisted that immigrants and educa-
tion need to be utilized to their fullest capacity.

Carville continued by discussing the type 
of culture that the United States supports.

ªWe're a nation that does things on the 
* y,º said Carville. ªWe need to be able to im-
provise.

Overall, the crowd was fully engaged 
in the lecture, laughing and shouting out ap-
propriately.

Students at R-MC were also thrilled by 
the opportunity to listen to James Carville 
speak.

His introducer, Junior Crystal % omas, 
was thrilled with the opportunity to introduce 
this well-known " gure.

ªI was actually really excited to be allowed 
to introduce him, and feel really lucky to have 
been given this opportunity,º said Thomas. 
ªHe is such an interesting man that I would 
have been more then happy just to have heard 
him speak.º

Junior Collin Peterson, President of 
Young Democrats expressed his excitement.

ªIt is always exciting to have any political 
" gure, Liberal or Conservative, visit the cam-
pus because I feel that such events encourages 
students to become more interested in politics,º 
said Peterson.

% ere were many complaints about stu-
dent accessibility to the event.

ªI think that more tickets should have 
been available to the Student Body as a great 
number of us were unable to receive tickets to 
the General Lecture,º said Peterson.

Larry Balance, a senior felt similarly.
ªI would have loved to attend, but hardly 

any students were able to receive tickets,º said 
Balance.

by Lara O'Brien `12

Editor-in-Chief
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                                    Senior Spotlights
Taylor Sanders Mary Tschirhart

A native of Newport News, VA, Mary 
Tschirhart, ̀ 12, was attracted by the small lib-
eral arts allure of Randolph-Macon College 
and also its great Psychology department.

ªI heard about the great Psychology 
program and! the work Dr. Kelly Lambert 
was doing and I was really interested,º Tsch-
irhart said. ªI love learning and this was the 
best!environment that allowed me to learn 
all sorts of useful information which I could 
apply later to life.º

Tschirhart is passionate about her 
major in Psychology and also her minor in 
Drama. She has worked in the Cobb " eater 
since her freshman year and has grown to 
become shop foreman, being in charge of 
the entire operations of building and plan-
ning sets for the Drama department's latest 
productions.

Tschirhart became involved in the 
theater a# er taking her $ rst year experience 
course (FYEC) entitled ªMadness, Death, 
Action%,º which was a mix of Sociology and 
" eater and taught by Dr. Elizabeth Gill and 
Professor Gregg Hillmar.

She has also managed to $ nd time to 
become highly involved around campus. 
Tschirhart is currently the president of Ma-
con Peer Response (MPR). 

ª[MPR] is a legacy here on the R-MC 
Campus that helps to provide information 
and guidance if wanted a# er a sexual!assault 
or attack,º Tschirhart said.

Along with that, she is the secretary of 
the Organization for Sexual Minorities and 
Allies (OSMA) and one of two house manag-
ers of the theater house this year.

ªAll of these!organizations have prob-
ably taught me that the most important!issues 
are the ones we usually!do not talk about,º 
Tschirhart said. ªWith!OSMA and!MPR so 
many members are not given the credit they 
deserve for the di& erence they make.!And it 
is important to talk about the stu&  no one 
wants to like rape and like social issues be-
cause even a simple word can!dramatically 
alter a person's life, I have seen it happen 
with just a hug.º

From the moment Tschirhart stepped 
on this campus, she was making impressions. 

ªBig things come in small packages,º 
Tracilyn Babington, `14, said of her close 
friend. 

Diana D'Amato, '12, shared a memory 
that truly encapsulates Tschirhart's character. 

ªWhen we were in Paris and I was sick, 
we [the group] walked around Versailles, and 
she stayed behind with me and made sure I 
did not collapse on the gravel of Versailles,º 
D'Amato said.

Leigh Bartlett, `14, 
also attested to Tschirhart's 
kind nature. 

ªWhen my ex-$ ance 
broke up with me, she was 
the $ rst person to ask if I 
needed anything,º Bartlett 
said.

These two events 
show just how caring Tsch-
irhart is when it comes to 
helping people. Tschirhart 
has been a great friend to 
a lot of people on this cam-
pus. She has done deeds 
such as getting a cheesecake 
for her friend's birthday, 
taking her friend to the 
hospital and writing to her 
close friend while she was 
in basic training.

Tschi rhar t 's  best 

friend, Vanessa Lewis, `12, had this to say 
about her $ rst impressions of Tschirhart. 

ªA joke I have about Mary is that when 
I $ rst met her I instantly thought that she was 
just small and angry. But in all honesty Mary 
is a very friendly person,º Lewis said. ªShe's 
someone that's very easy to talk to. To this 
day she can walk up to complete strangers 
and have in-depth conversations with them.º

Words used to describe Tschirhart 
by her friends included determined, sweet, 
passionate, fun, compassionate, dedicated to 
helping, and people-oriented.

Professor Hillmar, who has helped 
Tschirhart a lot in her college career, took 
Tschirhart and a few other students to a 
technical theater conference at Towson 
University. 

ªWhen we were in Towson at the 
conference, I was struck with how proud I 
was of her dealing with other theater profes-
sionals,º Professor Hillmar said. ªI came to a 
realization that she was actually someone to 
be reckoned with.º

While at Randolph-Macon, Tschirhart 
has also taken advantage of some of the great 
opportunities this school o& ers.

During the summer of 2011, Tschirhart 
was rewarded a grant by the Schapiro Un-
dergraduate Research Foundation (SURF). 
Tschirhart's advisor was Dr. Kelly Lambert, 
head of the Psychology department. 

Lambert was so impressed by Tsch-
irhart's project that she included a reference 
to Tschirhart's SURF project in her latest 
book, • e Lab Rat Chronicles. Tschirhart says 
that her one regret from her R-MC career was 
that she did not do SURF sooner. 

Tschirhart also took the J-term of her 
senior year to study abroad in Paris, France. 
It was one of Tschirhart's favorite memories 
from her time here at R-MC. 

ªIn Paris she [Tschirhart] and I walked 
up the Ei& el Tower and down Notre Dame 
and braved the catacombs while I sang the 
Lion King,º Susanna Carson, `12, said when 
recalling their trip to Paris.

Tschirhart hopes to attend graduate 
school to continue her neuroscience em-
phasis and to become a research assistant or 
a neuroscience professor.

Tschirhart offers this advice to the 
remaining R-MC students. 

ªSophomore year is the hardest, a# er 
that it gets better,º Tschirhart said. ªAnd take 
advantage of all of the opportunities R-MC 
o& ers such as!SURF, travel abroad, be an 
RA/OL, just get involved. You meet the best 
people that way.º

by Kristian Spencer `14

Sta•  Writer 

by Laura Young `14

Senior Features Editor

 When Taylor Sanders, '12, 
$ rst came to R-MC, he came as a 
Physics major. " en he decided on 
a Math major. He then decided to 
take up a double major in Math and 
Music. Now, as Sanders prepares for 
Commencement, he plans to gradu-
ate as solely a Music major. 

 ªI just found that I was 
liking Math less and less and Music 
more and more,º Sanders said. ªI 
liked learning the technical side of 
music.º 

 Sanders changes in plans 
have certainly not deterred him 
from accomplishing much in his 
four years in college. As a music 
major, one of the expectations is to 
perform a senior recital. Sanders 
performed two; a duet vocal recital 
with Ashley White, '12, and a solo 
piano performance recital. 

 He says working with a 
partner was a unique process. 

 ªYou have to coordinate all 
of your songs with one person and 
we also sang several duets so we had 
to $ nd time to practice together with 
the accompanist and match tones 
and pitches,º Sanders said. ªI was 
kind of nervous for the performance 
because I had just $ nished memo-
rizing all of my songs and I didn't 
want to forget anything, but it went 
very well.º 

 Sanders' piano recital was a solo 
endeavor held March 10th, 2012. 

 ªPerforming this recital was harder 
just because it's a lot easier to noticeably mess 
up on a piano than it is in voice,º Sanders said. 
ªIn preparation, it took a lot more practice for 
the piano recital even though I was able to use 
my music for the piano.º 

 Sanders enjoys playing piano in 
Blackwell auditorium in his spare time. 

 ªIt's a great stress reliever,º Sand-
ers said. ªSometimes I'll just go in there and 
practice music I have or just play around.º 

 Music professors Dr. Doering and 
Ryder have really made an impact on Sanders 
musically and personally. 

 ªI've always been impressed with 
both of them,º Sanders said. ªDr. Ryder is al-
ways so humble about things and Dr. Doering 
is really an excellent piano player.º 

 It was a class with Dr. Doering, Fun-
damentals of Music IV, which was Sanders 
favorite during his four years. 

 ªWe got to learn more advanced 
music theory; we questioned what music was 
and looked at classical songs where composers 
have tried to tackle problems of how to make 
a song better,º Sanders said. ªYou can have a 
pretty song but if that pretty song goes on for 
5 or 6 minutes without having contrast, it gets 
boring.º 

 In addition to being a successful 
student, Sanders found time to become heav-
ily involved on campus. Sanders is a brother 
of Kappa Sigma fraternity, a member of the 
Chamber Singers, Concert Choir, the Dun-
can Memorial Choral Scholars program, 
and Judicial Board. He has also served as the 
Vice-President of Mu Phi Epsilon and the 
Intra-Fraternity Council Vice-President of 
Risk Management. He is also a Lunch Buddy 
at Gandy Elementary School. 

 Pledging Kappa Sigma is one of 
Sanders' favorite memories from college. 

 ªI really got to know my pledge 
brothers and bonded with them a lot,º Sanders 
said. 

 Sanders served as the Social Chair 
and Treasurer for Kappa Sigma. 

 ª" e actual brotherhood and their 
openness towards people they didn't know,º 
Sanders said. ªThey really reached out to 
Freshmen and transfers and tried to make 
friends with them.º 

 His involvement in Kappa Sigma 
sparked his interest in joining IFC. 

 ªIFC taught me good leadership and 
time management skills,º Sanders said. ªYou 
really learn how to work with others and deal 
with sensitive issues.º 

 Sanders joined Judicial Board during 
his Sophomore year. 

 ªOne of my brothers suggested that 
I apply, and I've really liked it so far,º Sand-
ers said. ªI like to think that I see both sides 
to every story and take di& erent things into 
consideration. Every decision is not just black 
and white; there can be gray area.º 

 Lunch Buddies is another activity 
that Sanders really enjoys. 

 ªWe eat lunch with a 5th grader at 
Gandy Elementary who is usually has an un-
stable home life,º Sanders said. ªI'm there to be 
a good role model and to give them someone 
that's consistent, someone they can count on. 
I can't not show up or be late because it's super 
important for them to have consistency.º 

 Sanders says that all of his involve-
ment on campus has taught him many impor-
tant lessons. 

 ªI de$ nitely learned leadership, and 
I learned to be a more responsible person,º 
Sanders said. ªWith a lot of those leadership 
positions, I had to hold myself accountable, 
because if something went wrong, it was all 
on me. You have to learn how to step up in 
those situations and tackle them head on.º 

 A# er graduation, Sanders plans to 
$ nd a job and move back to his home state of 
North Carolina. 

 Sanders leaves students with this 
piece of advice. 

 ªYou should keep your nose in the 
books but don't be afraid to go out and try 
something new or do something social.º 
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by Fenton Crowther `13

Sta•  Writer

The lawn mower is running at 8 
AM on Saturday, but the grass 
wasn't cut all break. #really
#rmcproblems

Found an inchworm crawling on 
my binder in class. 
#rmcproblems

Construction noise is loudest on 
the quiet section of the library.  
#rmcproblems

Want to meet in the campus cen-
ter? #justkidding
#rmcproblems

Bulldozed buildings and trailers 
everywhere. What an atmosphere. 
#rmcproblems

#Organization Spotlight:
Relay for Life 

by Cody Weinberg `14

Internet Media and 
Networking Editor

Relay for Life is a fund-
raiser that bene! ts the American 
Cancer Society. Participants 
form teams and raise money, 
and then, on April 28th, will take 
turns walking the sidewalks of 
campus. 

Junior Ethan Litvin, Chair 
of the Randolph-Macon Chapter, 
described the event. 

ªRelay for Life is a year-
long fundraiser dedicated to rais-
ing money for cancer research 
in an effort to save lives and provide 
comfort and assistance to those going 
through treatment as well as their fami-
lies,º Litvin said." 

Litvin says that in last year's event, 
Relay raised $35,000 for the American 
Cancer Society. He says he hopes to 
surpass that this year and raise $40,000. 

ªTeams can raise money via the 
website, as well as create their own fund-
raisers,º Litvin said. 

For Litvin, Relay is a day for the 
entire R-MC campus to unite and ! ght 
against cancer. Each year the event has a 
speci! c theme.

ªThe theme this year is Relay 
Olympics where each team has their 
own country and a fundraising activity 
related to an Olympic style competition,º 
Litvin said. ª# ere will be music, food 
and games all day, from 10am-10pm.º 

Litvin also says that each team will 

have at least one member walking around 
the fountain all day. 

Relay will then close using the 
fountain in a very symbolic way.  

ª# e event will end with a special 
luminary ceremony in which the foun-
tain will be lit with luminaries in memory 
of those who lost their battle with cancer,º 
Litvin said. ªRelay is going to be huge 
this year and we want everyone to get 
involved.º

Litvin, like so many other R-MC 
students, has been personally a% ected 
by cancer.  

ªCancer has affected me since 
elementary school when my best friend 
was diagnosed with leukemia,º Litvin 
said. ªI fought for him and stood by his 
side, as kids would tease him for losing 
his hair." I made cards to take to the hos-
pital quite frequently.º 

Unfortunately, this was not Litvin's 
only encounter with the deadly disease. 

ªI also lost my Uncle to cancer,º 
Litvin said. 

Litvin says that everyone's per-
sonal experiences with cancer lead to 
the same goal: ! nding a cure.  

Litvin's own personal tragedies 
have inspired him to appreciate life and 
! ght for those now struggling with their 
own battles with cancer. 

ªAt such a young age, I under-
stood how lucky I was to be healthy 
and how important it was to help out 

people who have cancer and" to make 
others aware of how much cancer a% ects 
people in so many ways,º Litvin said. 
ªIf all of us donated and participated in 
Relay, we could create more birthdays 
in the world.º

Sophomore Leeanne Jones, says 
Relay means a lot to her as well.

ªRelay For Life allows me to par-
take in something bigger than myself. It 
allows me to support a cause near and 
dear to my heart. But most importantly, it 
allows me to help save other people's lives 
and create more birthdays,º Jones said.

Relay is about coming together as 
a community for a great cause. It's about 
people living with a horrible disease, and 
the people who have passed because of it. 
It's about unity, strength and the quality 
of our world. It's about living and enjoy-
ing all the things we take for granted.

Relay is about life.     

Campus Center Demolition: End of an Era
by Lara O'Brien `12

Editor-in-Chief

Brown Campus Center, which served 
as the center of campus for many years, has 
now been demolished. # ough it held many 
memories, the campus looks forward to the 
future and a new era.

# e campus center in the past few years 
has become less of a home for students and 
more of an eyesore, but this was not always 
the case.

Faculty and staff look back on the 
building with memories.

Judee Showalter, '84, held her wedding 
reception in the old campus center.

ªIn the 1980s, the campus center was 
very much the meet and greet place,º Showal-
ter said. ªNow much of the space is no longer 
used for its original purpose.º

She referred to the demolition as bit-
tersweet, but looks forward to a new space 

that will be truly utilized by the students.
Her husband, Edward Showalter, '84, 

feels similarly.
ªMy memories there from my student 

days are very positive,º Showalter said. ªI 
remember playing pool and video games, 
playing my guitar and performing at the 
`Rainbows End' co% ee house that was held 
weekly in what later became Macon Co% ee.º

# ough E. Showalter has great memo-
ries of the campus center, he agrees that is 
time for an update.

ªStudents today have di% erent needs, 
and I am very much looking forward to a 
new Campus Center that will once again 
be a vibrant centerpiece for our campus,º 
Showalter said.

Recent graduates were present at the 
demolition.

Katie Hard-
ing, '09, is happy 
about the new im-
provements.

ªI used to 
attend Panhel-
lenic meetings in 
the CX, but other 
than eat ing at 
Macon Coffee, I 
did not spend a 
lot of time `hang-
ing out,'º Harding 
said. ªIt was not a 
great use of space 
for students; I am 
very excited for 

the new building I think it will be utilized 
much more o& en.º

Kellyn Fleming, '09, agrees that it is 
time for an improvement. 

Even though she was ready for the 
demolition, Fleming still had emotional 
moments during the event.

ªIt was very surreal,º Fleming said. 
ªIn the Admissions O(  ce we have been 
telling prospective students for months 
now about the new center, but now they 
can actually see the progress when they 
go out on tours.º

James Scanlon, Professor Emeritus 
of History, commented on the demolition.

ª# e Brown Campus Center was a 
very important building for the college 
when the building opened in the early 
1970s,º Scanlon said. ª# e students de-
sired something like it for many years.º

Scanlon also commented on the 
building's unusual design.

ªI always thought that the narrow 
windows re) ected an administrative fear, 
probably unconscious, of student unrest: the 
building was planned a& er a lot of student 
agitation *but no damages+ in May 1970,º 
Scanlon said.

Of course, as time progressed, the 
campus center's functionality diminished.

ªI think the new building is handsomer 
than the old and probably more e(  cient in 
its use of space,º Scanlon said.

He did want students to remember that 
the old building was indeed modern at the 
time of its construction.

ªYou have to remember that the origi-
nal building was designed to show that the 
College was modern and it represented the 
fashion of the day,º Scanlon said.

# ough current students are thrilled 
with the construction of a new, modern 
building, it is important to delve into the 
past and recognize how important our older 
buildings are to the campus.

We look forward to a new era for R-MC 
with the construction of Brock Commons.
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Top 3 Movies at the Box 
O•  ce-Weekend Gross
1. The Hunger Games: 
$58,551,063 

2. Wrath of the Titans: 
$33,457,188

3. Mirror Mirror:
$18,132,085

Twister Night was ªSpot-Onº
On March 28, 2012 from 9pm-11pm 

the Campus Events Committee hosted 
Twister Night in the Andrews Multipurpose 
room. ! e event was full of students eager to 
break from their studies with a night full of 
fun and games.

! e President of the Campus Events 
Committee, LaChelle Lewis, '12, says the 
scheduling of the events was key to their 
success. 

ª! e entire committee thought it would 
be kind of cool and di" erent to have themed 
game nights that happen during the week 
rather than the weekend to give students the 
opportunity to have a break in the middle of 
their studies to do something fun, wild and 
exciting,º Lewis said. 

! e CEC has Facebook and Orgsync 
polls that students can take and vote on which 
events they would like to have on campus. 

ª! ose with the highest votes we try to 
make sure they happen with either providing 
the exact event/activity if it is attainable based 
on our budget,º Lewis said. ªHowever, if the 
event/activity is not attainable based on our 
budget, we try to stick within the genre of the 
event/activity, and try to # nd another artist 
or activity.º

An avid member of CEC, Ethan Litvin, 
'13, says that these events provide a safe and 
fun alternative to drinking and partying. 

ªWe wanted to play games that are a 
loved pastime for all students,º Litvin said. 
ªIt allows people to have a good time with 

their friends without having to go out and 
drink. ! ese events teach people that they 
can have a great time without needing to go 
out drinking.º

! e CEC felt that Twister Night went 
well. 

ªEveryone enjoyed themselves even if 
they didn't play Twister,º Litvin said. 

Lewis says she agrees. 
ªI think that those that came out had a 

lot of fun and enjoyed laughing at one another,º 

Lewis said. ªAs we all know Twister is quite an 
interesting game, and with college students 
things can look more awkward now that we 
are older.º

! e committee says that events this 
year have been a success. 

ªWe tried to add a lot more variety of 
events and make sure that there was at least 
one event per week this semester,º Lewis said. 
ªStudents seem to have liked the options that 
we've provided for events; they le$  many 

events very happy and were very excited 
about the next event coming.º

More students can become involved 
with CEC by attending weekly meetings at 
7pm in the Butler Language Lab on Mondays. 

ªWe highly encourage students to come 
out to give us feedback and input,º Lewis said.

! ere are four scheduled CEC Events 
remaining this semester. 

April 5th is Old Skool Game Night at 
9pm in Andrews. ! e comedian, Tom Cotter, 
is performing at Estes on April 12th at 7:00pm. 
Saturday, April 14th, is the Spring Carnival 
and also Greek Activities. April 28th is Relay 
for Life and CEC is sponsoring a magician.

In the upcoming weeks, CEC will be 
having a survey where students can give 
detailed responses and feedback of events. 
! ere will also be forms for students to # ll 
out to propose ideas for next year. 

ªIf more people come out to our events, 
the better the events are. Also, if students want 
events to happen, they need to propose them 
to us,º Litvin said.

CEC events are designed for students 
to have fun in a safe environment. 

ªWe try to make sure that every student 
has the opportunity to feel like they were able 
to do something on this campus and not feel 
the need to go home,º Lewis said. ªCEC hopes 
that students had cultural experiences beyond 
what they learned in the classroom, met new 
friends and did something that made them 
step out of their comfort zones.º

by Chelsea Mason`14

Junior Features Editor

J-Term trip to Brazil gets second chance
During the 2012 January term, Profes-

sors Kim Borchard (Modern Languages) and 
Reber Dunkel (Sociology) spent two weeks 
traveling with ten students to four major 
cultural and environmental destinations in 
Brazil: Rio de Janeiro, the Amazon River, 
Manaus, and the historic colonial town of 
Paraty. ! is year's travel in Brazil was es-
pecially gratifying a$ er last year's trip was 
cancelled when Delta Airlines notoriously 
suspended all % ights out of Atlanta due to a 
snowstorm on the day the R-MC group was 
to depart.

During a tour of the Babil&nia favela 
(ªslumº or ªghettoº) two blocks behind our 
hotel on Copacabana Beach and a hike 
through the Atlantic rainforest on the moun-
tain above, we learned how this formerly 
crime- and drug-plagued neighborhood has 
successfully fought to lower crime, strengthen 
community ties, andÐmost remarkablyÐ
completely replant a previously clear-cut 
stretch of the rainforest. Describing what he 

learned on this leg of the trip, senior Tyler 
Cornelio wrote: 

ªA$ er reading about the problems of 
urban poverty, drugs and violence in Rio's 
favelas in my international studies classes, to 
be able visit a favela and see how the police 
had cleared out the drug lords and tra*  ckers 
[and] the favela cooperative had established 
social programs in education and health and 
worked to reforest the mountain above their 
houses was one of the most rewarding edu-
cational aspects of the trip.º

From Rio, our group % ew to Manaus, an 
industrial city of 2 million people in the center 
of the Amazonian rainforest, and immedi-
ately boarded a riverboat, the Comandante 
Shaloom. We spent three nights sleeping in 
hammocks slung in close quarters on the top 
deck of the boat, and four days on jungle hikes 
and river excursions. Taking in the sights, 
sounds, and (delicious+) food of the Amazon, 
students visited several indigenous river com-
munities, where they played soccer with local 

youth during a rainfor-
est cloudburst (no one 
seemed to notice the 
# eld turning into mud); 
visited a family-run 
manioc flour factory 
and sampled freshly 
made tapioca bread; 
and went on a foray 
into the Amazonian 
rainforest itself, where 
Antonio, a former 
jaguar hunter who is 
now an eco-tour guide, 
taught us the remark-
able medicinal and nu-
tritional uses of native trees and plants. 

We returned to Ashland on January 
24 happy and exhausted a$ er our intensive 
2-week journey. I believe I can say with con-
# dence that Ethan Tyler spoke for the whole 
group with the parting words in their travel 
journals:  

ªIt was remarkable to think about all 
that we experienced; it is almost indescrib-
able. I went to Brazil with an open heart and 
mind and came back # lled to the brim with 
memories and stories. I could not have asked 
for a better time and I am truly glad I got to 
experience this.º

by Kim Borchard

Contributing Faculty Writer
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The shooting death of 17-year-old 
Florida high school student Trayvon Martin 
has sparked national uproar. 

From allegations of racial profiling 
by both the Sanford Police Department 
and shooter George Zimmerman to ACLU 
involvement, online petitions and ªMillion 
Hoodie Marchesº, the question everyone 
wants answered is whether or not Martin's 
death, and its initially shoddy investigation, 
was race-related. 

Martin was African-American, Zim-
merman Hispanic and Caucasian. The 
details of Martin's death remain uncertain. 
! e Sanford Police Department's refusal to 
begin a serious investigation until weeks 
a" er the shooting means that most infor-
mation comes from eyewitness accounts 
and hearsay. 

All that's for certain is that Martin 
was walking to his father's house, in a gated, 
racially diverse community, carrying no 
weapons and at some point Zimmerman 
decided to shoot him. 

Zimmerman, self-appointed neigh-
borhood watch captain began following 
Martin, # rst in his car, then on foot, claiming 
that he seemed suspicious.  

Martin, on the phone with his girl-
friend, told her what was happening. She told 
him to run, and then, according to her, the 
line went dead. Zimmerman was also on the 

phone, with the police, who told him that he 
didn't need to follow Martin.  

Next, according to Zimmerman, 
Martin punched him in the face, knocking 
him down and slammed his head against 
the pavement, drawing blood. However, it's 
worth noting that the funeral director who 

prepared Martin's body 
reported that he found 
no o$ ensive injuries on 
Martin's hands. 

Fur thermore a 
video from the Sanford 
Police Department shows 
that he had no visible 
injuries on his face or 
head. ! e police record 
also mentions nothing of 
Zimmerman's supposed 
injuries. 

Z i m m e r m a n 
claims to have shot Mar-
tin in the midst of the lat-
ter's attack on him. When 
the police arrived later, 
responding to several 911 
calls, Martin was dead. 

One eyewitness 
claims she saw Zimmer-
man straddling Martin, 
heard someone crying 
for help and then heard 

another gunshot. Another 
eyewitness contradicts this. But several other 
eyewitnesses claim they heard someone cry-
ing out for help, followed by a gunshot. 

When the police arrived on the scene 
Zimmerman says that he'd killed Martin in 
self-defense. ! e police did not investigate 

further until the case became national news 
and online petitions calling for Zimmerman's 
arrest received millions of signatures. 

! e case has now made its way to a 
Florida grand jury but getting a conviction 
could prove difficult because of Florida's 
ªStand your groundº statute. 

! e statute allows for the use of deadly 
force if someone ªreasonably believe[s]º that 
they are in danger, and is purportedly what 
stopped Sanford police from investigating 
Martin's death immediately; this despite the 
fact that the statute says nothing about legally 
using it as a tool to postpone a criminal 
investigation. 

And Sanford's history of investigating 
crimes against African-Americans with less 
intensity, or not at all, implies something 
else entirely.

All that's for certain now is that a 
young man was killed, and this tragedy 
has ignited something that goes far beyond 
Sanford, Florida. 

People are rallying around Martin's 
cause in a way they haven't for a long time. 
Perhaps this reaction should be taken as an 
indication of something else, some common 
concern that can no longer be ignored. 

Perhaps Martin's case reveals a greater 
problem that must be dealt with if we want 
to prevent anything like this from happen-
ing again. 

Death of Trayvon Martin
by Dionna Cheatham `15

Contributing Writer

Does this boy look like a  threat?

Murder in Afghanistan
Robert Bales, a soldier in the United 

States Army, was charged on March 23, 
2012 with seventeen counts of murder and 
six counts of assault by the Midwest Joint 
Regional Correctional Facility in Fort Leav-
enworth, Kansas. 

! e charges were brought against Bales 
for being the alleged perpetrator of the killing 
of seventeen Afghan civilians in Kandahar 
Province, Afghanistan. 

! is ironically is not the # rst time Bales 
has run into trouble with the law. 

Prior to his joining the military in 
November 2001, Bales worked at a series of 
intertwined brokerage # rms that received 
regular censures. It was only a" er an Ohio 
investor # led an arbitration complaint al-
leging illegal trading practices that he le"  
for the Army. 

According to a report from Reuters, 
Bales did not pay the %1.2 million in damages 
and fees to the elderly client he defrauded 
in a stock scheme. It is believed that Bales 
military standing has prevented legal action 
to be taken against him. 

Assigned as a sniper infantryman, 
Bales served three tours in the Iraq War. Dur-

ing this time, public reports from his station 
at Fort Lewis in Tacoma, WA give evidence of 
minor run-ins with law enforcement. 

In 2002, Bales assaulted a security 
guard at a casino in Tacoma. He eventu-
ally ended up settling for the misdemeanor 
charge and was forced to pay a %300 # ne and 
agreed to undergo anger management. 

He was also involved in a drunk con-
frontation outside of a bar in 2008, but the 
police report cited no charges. Various news 
reports suggest that Bales' marital problems 
potentially could have provoked Bales, since 
he had no history of behavioral problems. 

Bales was then unexpectedly given a 
fourth deployment in December 2011, this 
time to Afghanistan. 

It was on the night of March 11, 2012, 
the seventeen Afghan civilians were killed. A 
senior American o&  cial claims that Bales had 
been drinking alcohol prior to the incident. 

American o&  cials suggest that Bales 
was probably under intense pressure from his 
marital problems, stress and lack of promo-
tion in certain military ranks that helped to 
spur Bales' killings.     

by Jordan Davis `12

Junior Politics/Opinions Editor

Sgt. Robert Bales in Afghanistan

According to their website, the 
Miss Universe pageant seeks to # nd 
women who are not only beautiful, 
but also ªsavvy, goal-oriented, and 
aware.º  Miss Universe Canada is 
set to take place in May of this year.  
! e pageant coordinators are busy 
preparing for this highly watched 
event.  One of their # rst orders of 
business was to inform contestant 
Jenna Talackova that she would not 
be permitted to compete. Talackova 
is transgender, and pageant coordina-
tors decided she was not a woman.

 Originally born male, Ta-
lackova said that # rst knew that she 
was a girl when she was very young.  
She started hormone therapy at the 
age of 14, and sexual reassignment 
surgery at the age of 19.

 Immediately af ter the 
pageant coordinators made the 
announcement, the internet was 
( ooded with people enraged at the 
decision.  ! ey all wanted the deci-
sion to be reversed, and so did Talackova.  Not 
knowing where else to turn, Talackova decided 
to appeal to Donald Trump, owner of the Miss 
Universe competition.  Talackova asked, 

 ªI have never asked for any special 
consideration.  I have only wanted to com-
pete.º

 Talackova went on to say, 
 ªI also want Mr. Trump to clearly 

state that this rule will be eliminated because 
I do not want any other woman to su$ er the 
discrimination that I have to endure.º

 Pageant coordinators understood 
that she was upset and simply said that they 
were following the rules.  Coordinators said, 

 ªAs with any competition, the Miss 
Universe pageant has rules that apply to all 
of its franchises around the world. Such rules 
include, but are not limited to, citizenship, age, 
and marital status requirements. Additionally, 
the rules currently state that all contestants 
must be naturally born females.º

 Donald Trump decided that since she 
does meet the legal classi# cation in Canada 
and many other countries as a woman that 
she should be allowed to compete.  Trump also 
said that he will look into not only changing 
this law but any other laws that may cause 
problems in the future.

 ! e Gay and Lesbian Alliance against 
Defamation are more than thrilled with this 
decision.  GLAAD stated, 

 ªThe Miss Universe Organization 
made the right decision and has taken an 
important # rst step. Now, GLAAD urges the 
Organization to include all women and use 
this incident to speak out in support of the 
transgender community.º

 ! is incident may have helped more 
than just the transgendered community.  It 
may also ensure that the Miss Universe pag-
eant gets more than just beautiful woman.  
It will get women who are also ªsavvy, goal-
oriented, and aware.º

 

Miss Universe Contrversy
by Crystal Thomas `13

Senior Politics/Opinions Editor
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Romney's Strong Lead:
Is It Sustainable?

by Lara O'Brien `12

Editor-in-Chief

With 568 delegates, Mitt Romney seems 
to be a cinch to win the Republican Primary, 
but should he really stop sweating it yet?

Candidates such as Ron Paul and Newt 
Gingrich are receiving criticism for staying in 
the race. ! e two have 50 and 135 delegates 
respectively.

Rick Santorum seems like the most 
likely candidate to catch up to Romney's lead. 
He has 273 delegates.

Santorum's home state of Pennsylvania 
is still to come, and he has several more states 
that could give him a signi" cant number of 
delegates.

Candidates need a total of 1258 del-
egates in order to win the primary election, 
so the race is not over yet.

Students on campus have expressed 
their opinions on Romney's he# y lead.

Senior Kurt Sporer believes that Rom-
ney may not have the win quite yet.

ªSomeone has a chance of beating 
Romney because of the recent Etch-A-Sketch 
incident,º Sporer said.  ªIf this had not happened, 
he probably would be winning this primary.º

Sporer refers to recent incident in which Eric 
Fehrnstrom, Romney's advisor, commented that 
Romney is like an Etch-A-Sketch, where nothing 
is ever permanent. Fehrnstrom says that once 
Romney is in o$  ce, everything can change. ! is 
was not a smart statement because most criticism 
for Romney is that he ª% ip-% opsº on issues.

Sophomore Rob Rhoton disagrees com-
pletely with Sporer's sentiments.

ªRomney has won too many delegates at this 
point to be defeated,º Rhoton said.

Sophomore Garrett White agrees with 
Rhoton.

ªGiven Mitt Romney's momentum up to 
this point, I do not believe anyone has a chance 
of beating him,º White said.

Sophomore Ky Hoang believes Santorum 
has a chance to catch some votes but will not win 
overall.

ªMany of the most religious states have not 
held their primaries or caucuses, so I believe many 
of the remaining delegates could go to Santorum,º 
Hoang said. ªEven with these votes, I believe 

Romney will win.º
Senior Bradford Plasha believes Romney has 

a slight chance of defeat.
ªI believe the only person who can beat 

Romney at this point is Santorum, and that would 
likely be at the National Convention,º Plasha said.

Some students do not even " nd the discus-
sion relevant. Sophomore Jonathan Kogel does not 
believe the Republican Party is a good " t for the 
country at this point in history.

ªTo me, the primaries are irrelevant because 
the Republican Party's philosophy of limited gov-
ernment would be inappropriate with our current 
economic volatility,º Kogel said.

It seems that Romney may have a large lead, 
but the race is not over. In fact, to many members 
of the Randolph-Macon community, the primary 
does not matter to the long-term election.

Many students do not see a Republican can-
didate that is strong enough to beat Obama, hence 
why the primary election is so close at this point.

We will " nd out later in 2012, but for now, 
Romney seems to have a steady lead over Santo-
rum, Paul and Gingrich.

Delegates Thus Far

Wall Street Journal

! e following Correspondence probably took place between ESPN and myself.
Dear Entertainment and Sports Programming Network/ ! e Worldwide 

Leader in Football,
  You know why I'm writing this. You've changed, man. I hate put 

it like this, but you made me. See, there is an episode of ªSouth Parkº where Chef, 
the beloved chef for the boys' school goes away to join the ªSuper Adventure Club.º 
Chef returns as a child molester, for the ªSuper Adventure Clubº is no more than 
a society of child molesters with a cool name. ! e boys try to convert Chef. Sadly, 
though, Chef cannot escape the ªAdventure Club'sº spell and falls to his death in 
a valley. ESPN, you are Chef. 

  You used to show us highlights. Baseball highlights, hockey 
highlights, basketball highlights, and football highlights. IN SEASON. You used 
to have JOURNALISTS. ! en you expanded. And the expansions were cool. Mike 
& Mike is great. ªAround the Hornº and ªPardon the Interruptionº are great. But 
it seems like instead of being the Worldwide Leader in Sports, you've become the 
ªWorldwide Leader in Footballº.

   You can't say I'm wrong. Now that you have joined the Super 
Adventure Club of Monday Night Football, you've come back to molest our 
knowledge of all other sports. Instead of showing future Hall of Famer, Jim ! ome's 
600th homerun " rst in your line-up, a feat accomplished by only EIGHT men in 
baseball history, you instead showed a preseason football game between the Jets 
and Texans. Why? It's preseason. It can wait. I mean, could you not have possibly 
covered the retirements of Ken Gri( ey Jr. and Randy Johnson any less. 

 For someone who wants to learn about what's going on in sports, they 
would never know that there is a hockey season going on right now. You show, 
at most, one highlight. Baseball might as well have not existed during the NFL 
lockout. Everything might as well have not existed during the Brett Favre saga. 
And now with the Dra# , NFL combine, and the trading of Tim Tebow, I guess I'll 
never know how the O's spring training is going. 

  If it's not one thing it's another. When the football season ends, 
all you talk about is the Dra# . As the Dra#  approaches, chilling sounds can be 
heard from the cellar of Keelty Hall. ! ese are the calls of Calvert Hall's resident 
coxsman and vampire, Mel Kiper Jr. ! is foul being migrates from the 8102 La-
Salle Rd. to Bristol¼ or Los Angles, wherever you actually are and infects your 
broadcast with predictions.  Predictions that are unspeakably irrelevant due to the 
fact that no team actually dra# s based on what he says. 

  ! e Combine is covered extensively. I especially love the part 
where the players do the things that really don't matter and the NFL scouts watch 
like they know what's going on. Wouldn't actually making them play the game 
instead of making them run 40-yard dashes give the teams a better grasp on their 
talents? No? Good luck proving that. 

  Following the dra#  and combine, you continue to show high-
lights from the players' college careers, like it matters now. But apparently it does 
because you show it ceaselessly throughout the baseball season. ! en comes the 
preseason. Don't get me started. It's funny how you show every NFL teams' train-
ing camp prior to the season, but God forbid you give an inside look at the MLB 
teams' spring training. 

  Season comes. All football. Maybe show the World Series if 
the Yankees are in it. Baseball season ends and now all obstructions have cleared. 
Football, football, football until Lebron is in the playo( s. ! en more football.  Like 
it never ended. 

 I know what you'll say. ªIf you care about other sports so much then look 
them up on the internet.º No. ! at's stupid, shut up.  You'll say, ª! en stop watch-
ing.º ! at too is stupid. Your anchors are so funny. ! e real news is terrible, it's 
people simply yelling at each other, and I hate it. Plus I've watched your broadcast 
since I knew what sports were. I've grown up with you. I loved you for what you 
WERE: a show that gave me all the sports info I could ever want. Now its more 
football info than I can possibly stand. You'll say that football is America's new 
pastime. Well maybe if you showed some other other sports once in a while people 
might realize that hockey, baseball and lacrosse aren't too bad. People watch football 
because you tell them to. People are dumb. ! ey will follow you blindly into the 
Club. ! ey don't ask ªWhy are they showing me this much football?º You don't 
fool me, Chef.

In Christ,
Nicholas
Warning: ! e return letter is probably quite troubling. 
Hey Children,
 NFL Live. Dunks only on top 10, Tebow. Obama's Bracket or Mel Kiper's 

predictions. What's baseball? Hockey? Merril Hodge was/is NOT a wash-up run-
ning back and terrible analyst. Linsanity, Los Angles and Tiger Woods. WE DIDN'T 
KILL JOE PATERNO)* Merril Hodge, Mel Kiper Jr., analyze random play from 
random game; " ne Hodge every time he hates Tebow. Tebow. Lockout. We swear it 
a( ected the season. We swear. We have a good reason for no ESPN Philadelphia.** 
We are right with signings and trades .08+ of the time. 9Author's perceived refer-
ence: Wrong on Pujols to Marlins, Dwight Howard to anyone else.< Lacrosse? Not 
enough time in day to cover football. Demote Scott Van Pelt to radio because he 
referenced Orioles baseball instead of the developing Quaterback situation for the 
Jets. No other sport except football; actually college football counts. At least we 
have good commercials. 9Author's Note: ! ey do.< SUPER ADVENTURE CLUB)

*We may or may not have killed Joe Paterno.
** We do not. 
 Fullest Devotion to the Club,

ESPN 

Probably at ESPN
by Nick Lapres `12

Contributing Writer
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`Survivor Contestant' Running for O•  ce
by Crystal Thomas `13

Senior Politics/Opinions Editor

Considering the large num-
ber of celebrities that have run for 
political o"  ce, it should not shock 
anyone that a former Survivor star 
has decided to step into the ring 
and run for governor of Indiana. 

Rupert Boneham first ap-
peared on Survivor in 2003 dur-
ing Survivor: Pearl Islands. While 
he did not win, he became quite 
popular with fans.  Boneham was 
so popular that he was asked to 
come back the next year and par-
ticipate in Survivor: All Stars.

Boneham ended up $ nish-
ing in fourth place during Survi-
vor: All-Stars.  During the reunion 
special, the show announced that 
they were going to have America 
pick their favorite contestant.  
Boneham won the vote with an 
outstanding 85% of the total votes 
as well as &1 million.

In 2009, Boneham set o!  to 
compete on the show once again 
during Survivor: Heroes vs. Vil-
lains.  He was placed as a member 
of the ªHeroesº team. He $ nished 
in 6th place.

Before competing on Survi-
vor, he was a mentor to mentally 
handicapped youth and troubled 
teens. In 1991, he established a vo-
cational training center for young 
adults who had been expelled from 

school. 
A' er winning the &1 mil-

lion, Boneham formally estab-
lished Rupert's Kids.  This new 
organization would specialize in 
helping ªat-risk( teenagers.

Boneham says he(s always 
had strong opinions when it came 
to politics, but it was not until re-
cently that he decided to become 
directly involved.  

He is not the $ rst celebrity 
that has decided to turn their fame 
into support and run for a politi-
cal o"  ce.  

Ronald Reagan acted in over 
$ ' y movies until he decided to 
run for governor of California and 
eventually President of the United 
States.  Arnold Schwarzenegger 
also became governor of California 
a' er being a famous movie star.  

Clint Eastwood was mayor 
of Carmel-by-the-Sea, California.  
Sonny Bono was not only mayor of 
Palm Springs, but he also served in 
the U.S. House of Representatives.

When Boneham tried to win 
the Libertarian nomination for 
governor of Indiana, he ran unop-
posed.  He will now face Repub-
lican Mike Pence and Democrat 
John Gregg.  

Boneham says he could win 
the general election. 

ªI really feel I have a strong 
chance of pulling not just the 
Libertarian vote, but the inde-
pendent vote, the undecided vote 
and maybe even some votes from 
Democrats and Republicans,º 
Boneham said. 

Currently, over half of the 

eligible voters in Indiana do not 
vote. If Boneham could rally them 
to go and vote, he could stand 
a decent chance at winning the 
election.  

America(s favorite survivor 
could end up being Indiana(s 
choice for governor. 

Rupert Boneham sporting his tradmark tie-dye in the form of a tie.

What Santorum Really Said
by Cody Weinberg `14

Internet Media and 
Networking Editor

      While campaigning, Rick Santorum 
was asked a question by New York Times Re-
porter Je!  Zeleny about Santorum(s statement 
that Mitt Romney is the worst Republican to 
run against Barack Obama. 

    Santorum quickly said that he did not 
say those words, and that if Zeleny were to 
write that he, Santorum, did say those words, 
it would be ªbull-s**t.º 

     ) e media has a $ eld day, and I am 
confused. 

     What is the problem with saying 
something is ªbull-s**t?º

     How many times a day does the normal 
college student say something is ªbull-s**t?º

    How many times will I use ªbull-s**tº 
in this article?

     How many times will ªbull-s**tº be 
censored in this article? 

     ) e problem is not in Santorum(s use 
of the word ªbull-s**tº, it is hardly as aggravat-
ing as Limbaugh using the word ªslutº and is 
certainly less hateful than many other things 
Santorum stands for. 

     ) ere should not even be a problem 
with what Santorum said a' er the fact. Imme-
diately a' er saying ªbull-s**t,º a phrase uttered 
by many people every single day, Santorum 
accused Zeleny of putting ªspinº on his, San-
torum(s, words. Santorum accused the reporter 
and the New York Times of distorting the truth.

     Ironically, Santorum then went on Fox 
News and said,

   ªIf you haven(t cursed out a New York 
Times reporter during the course of a campaign, 
you(re not really a real Republican.º

    What does Rick Santorum know about 
truth? What do any of us know about truth?

     In a time dominated by twenty-four 
hour punditry, we have moved farther away 
from truth than anyone can possibly know.  
Look at it this way, Fox News markets itself as 
ªFair and Balanced,º Bill O(Reilly has a ªNo Spin 

Zone,º Stephen Colbert +hard ªTº7 has become 
Stephen Colbert +no ªTº7, Keith Olbermann 
once was a voice of reason and now has become 
a le'  leaning Rush Limbaugh.  Newt Gingrich 
is running as a ªWashington Outsiderº when in 
fact he is perhaps the most knowledgeable can-
didate when it comes to the inner workings of 
Washington. Mitt Romney is constantly trying 
to $ t the mold of a strong conservative, the Tea 
Party claims to not be made up of Republicans, 
and I just called out mostly conservatives. 

      What is truth? I wonder, and what 
gives anyone person(s truth more validity than 
another(s? 

      Rick Santorum thinks the truth is that 
homosexuals will forever burn in hell and that 
women should not be allowed birth control or 
the right to choose an abortion, even in the 
most fatal of situations. Santorum thinks the 
truth is that Liberals, who are innately evil and 
know nothing of reporting what he, Santorum, 
considers truth, run the media. 

      While Mr. Santorum is entitled to 
that personal truth, I $ nd it to be, frankly, 
ªbull-s**t.º 

       Truth is a subjective idea. No one 
can truly know everything, or anything for 
that matter. 

       What do you absolutely know to be 
true?

       As much as I hate to say it, Mr. San-
torum is entitled to his opinion and is even 
entitled to say that he holds ) e Truth. 

      ) erefore he is also entitled to say 
that; anyone who hasn(t cursed out a New York 
Times reporter is not a real Republican. 

      If I considered myself to be, either, 
real, or a Republican, let alone a real Repub-
lican, and forget about a campaigning real 
Republican, I would be extremely careful to 
not do two things. 

      I would not say ªbull-s**tº or any other 
curse word in view of the public, especially if 
I was running an extremely open campaign 
based on, my opinion of, what Christian mor-
als are.

     I would not then ostracize the 99% of 
ªreal Republicansº who have not cursed out a 
New York Times reporter.  

      I $ nd it laughable that Rick Santorum 
could not just say he that should not have said 
ªbull-s**t,º but even more laughable is that 
CNN, and Hu! -Post, and MSNBC, and Fox 
News gave this event airtime. 

     ) e fact that a candidate for President, 
who has run on a platform promoting, and this 
is only my personal truth, a disgusting social 
policy, says  ªbull-s**tº and the world stops 
turning for a moment, is laughable. 

    No one needs twenty-four hour news, 
and no one needs anyone else(s personal truth 
shoved in his or her face, especially by a Presi-
dential Candidate.

     Run openly. Run honestly. Run on 
what you stand for but do not imply that others 
are any less ªrealº or true, if they do not agree 
with you. 

      More importantly however, stop 
running. ) e longer you take to support Mitt 
Romney, the more your party will su! er, and 
frankly my dear, that is some ªbull-s**t.º 
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! e NFL experienced what can be 
called a domino e" ect as Indianapolis Colts' 
quarterback, Peyton Manning, transferred 
to the Denver Broncos. ! is le#  the Broncos' 
quarterback, Tim Tebow, out of a job until 
the New York Jets hired him to replace their 
quarterback, Mark Sanchez. 

The Colts decided to release the 
thirty-six year old Manning a# er fourteen 
years and two trips to the Super Bowl.

Sources say that Manning would have 
like to stay with the Colts longer but the 
owner, Jim Irsay, already decided to make 
major changes with the team and that the 
lead quarterback would be one of them.  

Many Manning fans wondered 
whether or not the quarterback would 
continue to play his multiple neck injuries, 
the latest which benched him for the entire 
2011-2012 season. 

Enter the New York Jets and Head 
Coach Rex Ryan who openly expressed in-
terest in the player causing Sanchez to sweat. 

ESPN and NFL experts alike criticized 
Ryan's verbal and public interest in Man-
ning because it weakened the uni$ ed front 
of the New York Jets. ! ey suggested that 
Ryan keep his mouth shut and support their 
current quarterback to let him know they 
still have faith in his ability to develop and 
progress as a skillful quarterback. 

Then the Denver Broncos entered 
the picture and Sanchez was able to breathe 
again. As far as he knew, his job was no lon-
ger on the line. ! anks to the courtship-style 
actions Broncos' Vice President John Elway 
showed Manning, Manning o%  cially signed 
with the team in March.  

! e trade le#  Manning fans some-
what disheveled because they were expect-
ing him to go to the Miami Dolphins. 

As Sanchez was exhaling, Tebow's fu-
ture in the National Football League was on 
the line because he had just been replaced by 
Manning. While Tebow fans struck a prayer 
pose and hoped for their quarterback to get 

back in the league, Ryan made his move and 
quickly signed Tebow to replace Sanchez.

Even though New York Jets' fans 
praised Ryan's move to get the talented quar-
terback, it is guaranteed some will mourn 
the loss of Sanchez.

With all this change in the NFL, fans 
are free to make predictions to see how the 
2012-2013 football season will turnout. 

! e NFL Dra#  will be held April 26-
28 at Radio City Music Hall in New York 
City. With Sanchez now out of a job, fans 
wonder what jersey he will be wearing. 

! e only good news for Indianapolis 
is their last place $ nish during the 2011-
2012 season means they will get $ rst pick 
at the Dra# . Now in need of a new quar-
terback, fans wonder if the Colts will pick 
Stanford's quarterback from last season, 
Andrew Luck. 

As with any other sport, it's just a 
waiting game.

Peyton Manning Traded to Denver Broncos
by Catherine Dean `15

Sta•  Writer

On March 2nd, 2012, the NFL an-
nounced that it had uncovered evidence that 
between 22 and 27 New Orleans Saints' players, 
along with former defensive coordinator Gregg 
Williams, pooled their money in order to pay 
players for performance bonuses.

Included in these bonuses were pay-
ments for injuring key players on opposing 
teams. 

The bounty program is believed to 
have operated from a slush fund that pooled 
money collected from player $ nes imposed 
for penalties.

Williams, who is now with the St. Louis 
Rams, was suspended inde$ nitely for his in-
volvement in the program, and will not be able 
to apply for readmission to the NFL until the 
end of the 2012 season at the earliest.

ªI apologize to the players of the NFL 
for my involvement as it is not a true re& ec-
tion of my values as a father or coach, nor is 
it re& ective of the great respect I have for this 
game and its core principle of sportsmanship,º 
Williams said. 

Head Coach Sean Payton was suspended 
for the 2012 season starting April 1st for his 
involvement in the program and the subse-
quent cover up.

Payton is the first head coach in the 
modern NFL to be suspended for any reason.

Also penalized for the bounty program 
were Saints' Assistant Coach Joe Vitt, who was 
suspended for six games, and General Manager 
Mickey Loomis, who received an eight game 
suspension.

Additionally, the Saints were fined 
(500,000 )the maximum amount allowed in 
a single sanction* and forced to give up their 
second round dra#  pick in both 2012 and 2013.

ª[NFL Commissioner Roger] Goodell 
wants to make sure the league is changing,º 
Freshman Tim Eicher said. ªI can see the pen-
alty from both sides, but I can't help feeling the 
penalty was a bit harsh for Payton.º

R-MC football coach Pedro Arruza says 
he believes the situation underlines the im-
mense responsibility one takes on as the head 
of an NFL team. Arruza was coached by Sean 
Payton's high school coach while he was attend-
ing Wheaton College.

ªThe most obvious thing about this 
situation is what a huge responsibility you as-
sume when you are a head coach,º Arruza said. 
ªWhen you lead an organization, anything that 
happens on your watch is your responsibility.  
I think the penalty is harsh but appropriate.  
I think Payton is a good person and coach 
who let a situation that could have easily been 
nipped in the bud get out of hand.º

Saints' Bounty Program 
Draws Penalty

by Henry Ashton `15

Sta•  Writer

March Madness: 2012 
Year Of Upsets

It has been very widely argued that 
this past March Madness tournament had 
some of the biggest and highest amount 
of upsets. 

In the first round alone 9 teams 
shocked fans and sport experts beating 9 
teams no one expected them to overcome. 

· +12 VCU over +5 Wichita
· +11 Colorado over +6 UNLV
· +10 Xavier over +7 Notre Dame
· +15 Lehigh over +2 Duke
· +15 Norfolk St over +2 Missouri
· +12 South Florida over +5 Tem-

ple
· +13 Ohio over +4 Michigan 
· +11 NC State over +6 San Di-

ego St
· +10 Purdue over +7 Saint Mary's
! e $ rst round of this years tourna-

ment was a shock to most people especially 
with teams such as Duke and Missouri who 
lost to teams ranked well below them. In a 
very exciting game that lasted up until the 
last second underdogs VCU took Wichita. 

The second round saw two more 
upsets. In the second round NC State drew 
yet another upset and beat Georgetown. 

· +11 NC State over +3 George-
town

· +6 Cincinnati over +3 Florida St
! e third round surprisingly also had 

two upsets. Uncommon but not unheard of 
two teams ranked below their opponents 
won their third round games. 

· +7 Florida over +3 Marquette
· +4 Louisville over +1 Michigan 

State
On the other hand the final four 

consisted of +1 Kentucky, +2 Kansas, +2 
Ohio State and +4 Louisville: all highly 
ranked teams. 

The results of this season has led 
many experts and fans to believe that this 
year's tournament was very evenly matched 
regardless of standing. 

Many teams were also able to prove 
that they very much earned their spot in 
the tournament. 

An exciting season was ended by 
an even more shocking and breathtaking 
tournament, one of the best we've seen in 
a while. 

Kentucky had a hard fought season 
and pulled out a spectacular record of 38-
2. Unfortunately Kentucky may be losing a 
total of 7 players to the NBA which leaves 
their future as a powerhouse uncertain. 

by Cecilia Quinonez `14

Senior Sports Editor
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Athletes in Action
Yellow Jacket Standings

Conf. Overall

Baseball

Softball

Men's Lacrosse

Women's Lacrosse

Men's Tennis

7-4 14-12-1

3-1

14-8

3-2

4-7

9-4

6-5

2-2

1-4

Senior Laura Bauer  has started all 22 games at catcher. She has 3 
homeruns so far this season with a batting average of .388 

Senior Matt Musser has started 16 games this season at catcher. He has a 
batting average of .318

Senior Jason Crawford has started all 13 games 
in goal this season. He has 146 saves with a .589 

save average.

Junior Alex Truesdale has started all 11 games at 
defense and has had 1 goal and 1 assist so far. 

Senior Frank Donnelly has won 3 
matches this season so far.

Women's Tennis 5-81-5

Junior Reba Sledd has won 2 matches 
this season so far.


