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To hear some of the words last night about how people were 
still remembering those that gave their lives willingly and those who 
had them taken was just breath taking, because that's been our goal 
since that day 10 years ago: To always remember, to never forget.

New Equipment in the Brock! For more information, visit our 
blog through the QR code on page 4!

“

”
For more on the 9/11 Memorial Service, see page 4.

For more on the new OrgSync prgram, see page 2.

In essence, OrgSync combines social networking tools similar to 
Facebook with traditional forms of organization management.”
“
For more on the recent NASCAR race in Richmond, see page 10.

It is a whole other-world experience; there is a culture within 
itself, only comparable to a Jimmy Bu! et concert.”
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School Year Kicks O"  with Family Weekend 
Now that everyone has settled in, 

and the school year is in full swing, family 
weekend was the ideal time for students to 
catch up with family and friends. 

It was also perfect for new students 
to show o•  their new campus, now that 
they know their basic surroundings better.  

€ ere was a great visitor turnout this 
weekend, signi• cantly noticeable in the 
lack of parking spots all around campus. 

€ is year's events were numerous 
including picnic luncheons, music recit-
als and open houses of Student Life and 
Career Services giving parents an inside 
glance on how Randolph-Macon functions 
day to day. 

In addition, sports teams including 
soccer, football and volleyball provided a 
chance for parents to show their support 
and see their children in action. 

€ e commemoratory ring ceremony 
for upperclassman also took place this 

weekend at which family could be 
present.

Many of the Greek organiza-
tions had individual activities allow-
ing their member's families to see the 
student's fraternities and sororities as 
well as interact with other student's 
parents. 

€ ere was an entirely di• erent 
atmosphere of community on cam-
pus with students and their families 
interacting.  

€ e combination of students, 
new and old friends, parents, siblings 
and even grandparents gave Ran-
dolph-Macon a pleasant liveliness, 
which is usually only accompanied 
with other campus events such as 
graduation. 

Each year students and their 
families are documented at di• erent 
activities around campus, and pic-

tures are displayed on the Randolph -Ma-
con website. Currently there you can view 
pictures from the past three years. 

Even for those whose families didn't 
visit or lived too far away to come during 
this weekend, there were plenty of activi-
ties available.  

Just seeing the amount of support 
and school spirit really brings the com-
munity together.  

It was evident that visitors took 
advantage of the campus`s bookstore, 
especially school t-shirts, which display 
supportive phrases of the college.  

Several parents commented on the 
fact that the campus tours were enjoyable, 
good at giving an informative perspective 
about what campus life is like and that 
the entertainment available was generally 
exceptional. 

One event which turned out to be 
educational for students as well as parents 
was the historic walking tour of Ashland. 

€ ere is a great deal of the Ashland 
area and historical parts of the campus 
that many students don't even know about. 

For example, the history behind 
several of the campus buildings that we 
walk through every day as well as many 
of the items displayed within them have a 
rich background that o‚ en goes unnoticed 
and unappreciated.  

€ is enlightening experience keeps 
observers aware of how one never runs 
out of opportunities to learn something 
new about Randolph-Macon which gives 
residents insight into what the college has 
been like for past generations.  

As a community, it can be seen from 
the display of past student names lining the 
campus walkways and the historical mark-
ers such as statues and dates of founding 
buildings. 

All of this demonstrates that there is 
a strong sense of tradition and sentimental 
value which resides at Randolph-Macon.

by Laura Rafner `13

Contributing Writer 

! e football team faces o"  against Shenandoah over Parents' Weekend in Ashland

“
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Chaplain Darrell Headrick leads the R-MC community in a 9/11 Memorial Serivce 
around the fountain on Sunday night. To see more, go to page four in Features.

Students and families thoroughly enjoyed Parents' Weekend. Students were able to 
spend time with their families and relax around campus. ! e campus was abuzz with 

activity between sports games, concerts, and other events.
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A glimpse into your SGA...   

Macon Connections  

Randolph-Macon holds a number of 
events that allow students and alumni to 
connect with each other and with job repre-
sentatives from a variety of careers and ! elds. 

One such series of events is known as 
Macon Connections which is held four times 
annually. 

" ese events can increase 
the number of opportunities 
students and alumni find in 
their career searches. 

ª" e events promote net-
working amongst our alumni, 
friends and students,º Rob-
ert Patterson '94, Director of 
Corporation Foundation and 
Relations said. ªWe believe our 
alumni are one of the strong 
keys to the success of Randolph-
Macon in securing meaningful 

and fulfilling employment for our 
graduates.º 

" e next Macon Connections 
event will be held November 11th at the 
Je# erson Hotel in Richmond. 

Michael Breed '85, Host of " e 
Golf Fix on the Golf Channel and head 
pro at Sunningdale Country Club in 
Scarsdale, New York will be the guest 
speaker. 

Students are always welcome 
at the events, and there is no cost for 
students to attend. 

Patterson says that students are 
always welcome to attend the events and that 
there is no cost. 

If students wish to make a reservation, 
they should contact Cathy Rollman in the 
Career Center.

by Matthew Nicolas `12

Sta!  Writer 

Currently, clubs and organizations are 
swamped with paperwork and documents 
that lie in messy piles and disorganized ! les 
or binders. Luckily, the O$  ce of Student Life 
has recently made a contract with OrgSync, 
an online Student Organization Management 
System that will allow campus organization 
to run virtually paperless.

Dean James McGhee, who worked to 
bring this website to the school, o# ered some 
statements about the program.

ªWe learned about OrgSync through 
the National Association of Campus Activi-
ties and the National Association of School 
Personnel Administrators,º McGhee said.
A% er a long search and several trials, Mc-
Ghee, Dean Grant Azdell, and the Student 
Life Sta#  decided OrgSync was the program 
that R-MC needed.

In essence, OrgSync combines social 
networking tools similar to Facebook with 
traditional forms of organization manage-
ment.

Each organization will receive its own 
website that will have a ªwallº similar to a 
Facebook wall. Greek organizations, clubs 
and service groups will all have a page on 
OrgSync.

Organizations will be able to create 
a roster that can then be divided into ad-
ministrators, o$  cers, members and alumni. 
" is way, you can stay in touch with your 
organization even a% er you graduate. Also, 
officers can plan meetings separate from 
general ones.

Organizations can make events that 
can be shared on the public Student Life 
calendar.

ªWe are hoping it's going to avoid some 
of the con& icts that have happened, say when 
seven groups were booked on the same day,º 
McGhee said.

You will also receive 
your own private calendar so 
that you can see when events 
that you have RSVPed to are 
occurring.  You can also set 
your calendar to show all 
events that you can possibly 
attend.

One of the most im-
portant aspects of OrgSync 
is the ability to move away 
from a paper-based system 
to a dynamic, online system.

ªThe paper form is 
dead,º McGhee said. ªAll 
forms involved with Student 
Life will be done through 
OrgSync.º

Instead of going through various 
websites for forms, Student Life will have 
everything available on the OrgSync Com-
munity page.

Also, individual organizations can have 
their forms on their individual sites.

" ere is even a way to create polls, 
which could be a way for SGA to run elec-
tions in the future. Petitions could also be 
! lled out on OrgSync, but this will probably 
not occur this year.

Organizations will also be able to col-
lect dues through OrgSync and will be able 
to keep track of invoices and other money 
matters in one place.

Service hours will be tracked through 
OrgSync. Organizations will create timesheets 
that will double-check with the service loca-
tion whether an individual has completed 
the hours or not.

Every student will be given an OrgSync 
account so that you can sign up for your 
organizations and keep track of your own 
individual life.

" e e-Portfolio feature will allow stu-
dents to keep track of SURF papers, research 
opportunities, recommendation letters and 
other items that can be used in job interviews.

Also, a co-curricular transcript will be 
automatically created and sent to graduate 
schools or job interviews.

OrgSync will be functional on your 
desktop and on your mobile device, so you 
can track your organizations on the go.

Training for OrgSync will occur on 
September 23 (for staff, SGA, and Greek 
presidents) and September 24 (for student 
organization leaders and advisors). 

" e following week, the program will 
be launched for organizations to get their 
members into the system .

OrgSync: R-MC Facebook
by Lara O'Brien `12

Editor-in-Chief
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Members of the SGA held their ! rst monthly town hall meeting of the year on Tuesday. A 
Q&A session was held with SGA President Erica Waters, and Dean Grant Azdell described  

several projcts that the school is planning including renovations on the campus center. 



) * + , - . - /

Page • ree September 23, 2011

Randolph-Macon College recently 
received a generous grant from the Jessie 
Ball duPont Religious, Charitable and Edu-
cational Fund in order to expand the ªEarly 
MAPº program. • e College was awarded 
$145,000 over three years to help incoming 
students with their academics.

The Jessie Ball DuPont Fund is a 
national foundation that awards grants to a 
speci! c selection of institutions, including 
Randolph-Macon College. • is particular 
grant was given to support the Early MAP 
program, which identifies students with 
admissions pro! les that suggest they may 
bene! t from increased personal attention in 
the early part of their college careers.

I discussed the grant with Dr. Lauren 
Bell who helped explain where the money is 
going and how it is being used, as well as why 
our school received the funding.

ª• e duPont fund decided to give us 
the grant because of the success of the ! rst 
year of Early MAP,º Bell noted.

Since the institution of Early MAP, 
students have been requesting tutoring 
services earlier in the school year and have 
earned grades up to a full letter higher than 
students with similar academic pro! les that 
have not utilized the HAC services.

ªAlready this year, we're seeing record 
numbers of requests for tutoring and men-
toring,º Bell said.

• e College has already begun spend-
ing grant money to improve HAC programs.

ªSo far, the College has expanded the 
number of students enrolled in Early MAP, 
from 32 in 2010-2011, to 50 in 2011-2012,º 
Bell explained.

With the increased number of Early 

MAP students, additional peer tutors, 
mentors and consultants were hired in the 
Higgins Academic Center. $35,000 has been 
set aside to pay the HAC sta"  and increase 
wages of returning sta" .

In order to assist the HAC directors 
with the increased student sta" , the school 
is in the process of hiring a part-time profes-
sional for the department.

• e College also has future plans to 
accomplish with the grant.

ªDuring the three-year grant period, 
we also hope to improve several ̀ behind-the-
scenes' aspects of HAC operations, includ-
ing updating our scheduling and tracking 
so# ware systems, and we hope to expand 
our services to cover Summer School and 
January Term more fully,º Bell explained.

Randolph-Macon was a reasonable 
choice for the grant as Bell explains.

ªU.S. News's 2012 `Best Colleges' 
rankings just named Randolph-Macon 
one of the À+ Schools for B Students' ± in 
recognition of the fact that R-MC isn't just a 
place that helps the best high school students 
get even better, but also that we are a place 
where everyoneÐfaculty, sta" , and other 
studentsÐworks hard to help every student 
achieve his or her potential.º

The school is very proud of being 
recognized for its e" orts to help every indi-
vidual student at Randolph-Macon.

ªI know I speak for all ! ve of the HAC 
directors, and for Provost Franz, when I say 
how grateful we are to the duPont founda-
tion for recognizing our e" orts to help our 
students be successful from the moment 
they step onto our campus,º Bell concluded.

New Grant for the HAC:
 Jessie Ball DuPont Fund Gives Money

In loving memory

Edgar E. MacDonald 
English Professor  from 1954-1984

R-MC has adopted a new Academic 
Probation and Separation Policy, one de-
signed to be easier for students and faculty 
to understand than the previous one. 

According to the new policy, students 
will be placed on academic probation or 
separated at the end of an academic period 
if their GPA falls below a minimum value, 
while having a certain number of attempted 
credit hours. 

• e new policy was created a# er July 
1, 2011, when the guidelines for federal 
! nancial aid changed for students across 
the country. 

A committee consisting of faculty 
members and a few administrators includ-
ing Registrar Alana Davis and Deans Lauren 
Bell and David Lesesne developed a policy 
in response to the new federal guidelines. 

ªIt was time to re-evaluate the policy, 
and the new federal aid guidelines gave us 
the perfect opportunity to do so,º Davis said. 

After designing a plan that would 
help align the federal aid standards with 
Randolph Macon's academic standards, the 
committee brought the policy before the 
R-MC faculty for a vote. 

With the new academic policy in 
place, a student with a certain number of at-
tempted credit hours must have a minimum 
GPA to avoid probation and/or separation. 

For example, a freshman with 14 at-
tempted credit hours must have at least a 1.50 
GPA to avoid probation and at least a 1.00 
GPA to avoid separation. • e minimum GPA 
needed to avoid probation and separation 
increases as the number of attempted credit 
hours increases.                   

In layman's terms, it is easier to in-
crease your GPA when you are an under-
classman than when you are a senior about 
to graduate. And remember, students have 

to have a 2.0 GPA to graduate. 
• at is why under the new academic 

policy, students must achieve a 2.0, or C 
average, GPA by the end of their sophomore 
year or risk academic probation. 

According to Mrs. Davis, the feedback 
she has heard from faculty and advisors has 
been mostly positive and that the policy is 
easier to understand than before. 

From sophomore Kristian Spencer's 
point of view, the policy helps maintain the 
school's tradition of academic excellence. 

ªI think it's a good thing because it 
keeps the school's standards up and, there-
fore, should make the students work harder 
or even bypass the minimum GPA,º Spencer 
said. 

While the policy has been designed 
to be easier to understand than before, the 
registrar's o%  ce wants students to feel free 
to contac the sta"  if there are any questions 
regarding the policy. 

ªWe want students to understand the 
policy and how it a" ects them personally.º

by Lara O'Brien `12

Editor-in-Chief

New Probation/Separation Policy
Changes Make Understanding Easier  

by Matthew Nicolas `12 
Rachel Johnsen `13

Sta!  Writer 
Senior News Editor

Dean Lauren Bell 

Due to a $500,000 grant donated 
by the BB&T Charitable Foundation, 
Randolph-Macon College will be creating 
and expanding several programs designed 
to grow the study of ethics, economics and 
capitalism on campus. 

Among other things, the new pro-
grams will allow faculty and student re-
search, more internships and more person-
al interaction with business leaders. • e 
grant is meant to help Randolph-Macon 
students use ethics in their individual ! elds 
of study and apply these ethics later in life.

ªWe are basically working with 
ethics minor students and trying to get 
them to also take part in issues related to 
economics, if that's their interest,º said Dr. 
David Brat, who is working in conjunction 
with Professor Ken Malloy to help admin-
ister the new programs. 

ªI would love it if some of my fac-
ulty colleagues could work in Ethics and 
Economics training,º said Brat. ªA lot of 
people think capitalism is a bad thing but 
can't list any alternative system to replace it. 
Some are just upset with human nature and 
blame capitalism. In an academic environ-
ment, that is not good enough.º

• e ! rst program made possible by 
the BB&T grant is the Capitalism Matters 
student organization which has already 

begun to make its impact felt on campus. 
So far, Capitalism Matters has held 

an open forum for students of all political 
ideologies to discuss current issues that 
affect America's economic future and 
has held a showing of the documentary 
Inside Job.    

ªIf you have an economic system 
in mind, other than capitalism, I want 
to know where it is working in the real 
world,º said Brat. ªPoint to a country, point 
to a state, point to a whatever. Right now, 
capitalism seems to be outperforming all 
the other systems by far.º

Brat says he also stresses the role 
of ethics in an economic system and that 
the financial problems in this country 
are due in part to the lack of true, ethical 
capitalism. 

ªEven capitalism is in question be-
cause of the ethics inside this country,º said 
Brat. ªWall Street, Government and inside 
corruption etc. almost brought capitalism 
down in the latest ! nancial crisis.º

Besides the ! nancial and ideologi-
cal aspects of these new programs, Brat 
also pointed to the educational element 
involved. 

ªHow can you be an educated citizen 
and not understand the major economic 
system of our day?º he said.

BB&T Grants Funds Ethics Program
by Connor Wolf `13

Bethany Rotenberry `12

          Contributing Writer
          Managing Editor

! e HAC center is a cozy study spot in its new location in the Neville House

Alana Davis, a committee member who helped 
enact this new program
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R-MC Students remember 9/11/2001

The events which shook the United 
States and the entire world on September 11th, 
2001 will not never be forgotten by Randolph-
Macon College. ! is is what was shown when 
members of the R-MC community attended 
the candlelight vigil held by the college to 
commemorate the event's tenth anniversary. 

! e candlelight vigil took place at the 
Fountain Plaza on the night of the 11th start-
ing at 8pm. Dozens of student, faculty and 
sta"  joined together under the service led 
by Chaplain Darrell Headrick to remember 
those involved in the 9/1l attacks. 

! e sound of prayers, songs and poems 
# lled the fountain plaza during the service. 
A number of the prayers and poems recited 
at the service were led by R-MC students 
belonging to various faith groups on campus. 

Josh Anoff, representing the newly 
founded Jewish Student Union, recited a 
Hebrew mourning prayer to commemorate 
those lost to the 9/11 attacks. 

At another point in the service, Kelly 
Connor and Randy Timmerman both read 
aloud ̀ the world changed today,' a poem writ-
ten by Methodist pastor Andy Smith whose 
message serves to provide spiritual comfort 
a$ er 9/11. 

As one of the speakers, Timmerman 
was able to see just how many people showed 
up to the event; the result le$  him awestruck. 

ªIt was incredible to see how many 
people were there and how many people 
would take the time out of their schedule to 

commemorate the tenth anniversary of the 
event,º Timmerman said.

Randolph-Macon was joined by mem-
bers of the Ashland community, including 
members of Ashland's police, # re and EMS 
sta"  who were honored in a tribute led by 
Police Chief Douglass Goodman. 

ª! e presence of local # re# ghters and 
police o%  cers really added to make the event 
an especially somber occasion,º Timmerman 
said. 

Also featured at the service was the 
Randolph-Macon choir, as they led the 
group in singing the # rst verse of ªAmaz-

ing Grace.º ! e sound of all those attending 
singing in unison was a poignant expression 
of Randolph-Macon's remembrance of the 
September 11th attacks.  

For two R-MC students, the events of 
September 11th hit too close to home and still 
remain fresh in their memories ten years a$ er. 

Robin Porucznik and Lauren Rumpf 
are both from New York towns that were 
deeply affected by the terrorist attacks of 
September 11th. 

Porcznik, who comes from Westchester 
County, New York, relates just how much 
New Yorkers were a" ected by tragedy a$ er 

September 11th. 
ª! e thing that is hard to capture was 

how close to home this actually hit, literally 
and # guratively, for us New Yorkers,º Porc-
znik said.

Fortunately, neither Porucznik nor 
Rumpf lost any direct family members; 
however, each knew of people who had lost 
someone close, and those losses reverberated 
throughout both of their communities. 

ª[I lost] no one directly ! ank God, 
but Long Island is a tightly knit place.º Rumpf 
said. ªWe lost great family friends and some 
of my best friends lost brothers and fathers. 
Everyone was touched by this tragedy it 
seemed.º

 ªLiving only 30 minutes from the city, 
so many people I knew were a" ected one 
way or another, and almost everyone I knew 
knows of someone who was directly a" ected 
by the tragedy.º Porucznik said. 

Lauren Rumpf was able to attend the 
candlelight vigil on the 11th. Attending the 
September 11th service le$  Rumpf moved 
emotional and grateful for the support 
showed by those leading and attending the 
vigil. 

ªTo hear some of the words last night 
about how people were still remembering 
those that gave their lives willingly and those 
who had them taken was just breath taking, 
because that's been our goal since that day 
10 years ago: To always remember, to never 
forget.º 

by Rachel Johnsen `13

Senior News Editor

Homesickness 
by Lara O'Brien `12

Editor-in-Chief

As we pass through various stages 
in our lives, momentous change can cause 
anxiety and feelings of detachment and 
loneliness. Moving onto a college campus is 
many students' # rst time living away from 
home, and this change can cause homesick-
ness and disorientation.

Homesickness is de# nitely not an 
issue to be ignored and can be su" ered by 
# rst-year students and upperclassman.  Dr. 
Craig Anderson in the Counseling Center 
offers advice on how best to deal with 
homesickness.

ªIt [homesickness] is usually a # rst 
year issue. Where we might see it in up-
perclassmen is when a family moves and 
a student feels disconnected from his/her 
hometown,º Anderson said.

Fortunately, there are ways to either 
avoid or get over homesickness. RA's and 
OL's are here to help and enjoy getting to 
know students personally.

Another resource for # rst-year stu-
dents is the FYE program.

ªCreating these freshman cohorts 
[through the FYE program] is a great way 
to create a community and a source of sup-
port,º Anderson said. ªStudents can bond 
and really get to know each other and get 
to know a couple of faculty members really 
well also.º

Anderson also suggests that students 
take an active role in their college life.

ªMaking friendships takes a while 
so sometimes it's very hard for students to 
have patience with that process. You have 
to be both patient and active in seeking 
friends,º Anderson said.

A great aspect of Randolph-Macon 
is that you will not go unnoticed if you 
are struggling with homesickness or other 
concerns.

ªIt's really hard for a student to fall 
between the cracks here,º Anderson said.

A detrimental e" ect of homesick-

ness occurs when a student tries 
to escape by going home every 
weekend.

ªGoing home all the time 
is often counter-productive,º 
Anderson said. ªSometimes there 
is more opportunity during week-
ends to meet and to get to know 
people  than during the week.º

Students are o$ en so over-
whelmed with classes during the 
week that the only time to make 
close bonds is on the weekend.

It is also very important 
for students to learn to function 
on their own instead of relying 
on their parents and home life. 
Learning to do your laundry and 
take care of yourself may make a 
student more comfortable in their 
new environment.

Alumni Travis Kickler 
solved his homesickness problems 
early in his college career.

ªGo Greek,º Kickler said when asked 
how to relieve homesickness.

Joining a club or other organization 
is a great way to meet new people and form 
close bonds that will make going home 
seem less appealing.

Leeanne Jones, '14, from Richmond, 
Virginia notes that even students from 
nearby get homesick.

ªMy freshman year was challenging 
because I did not have a car on campus,º 
Jones said. ªI got rid of my homesickness 
by joining clubs and organizations. I was 
able to meet people who really made me 
feel welcome on campus.º

Resident Assistant Colin Peterson, 
'12, remarked on his ways to avoid home-
sickness.

ª! e worst thing you can do when 
you're homesick is actually go home,º Pe-
terson said. ªHomesickness is something 

you can only get over if you hang tight and 
# nd ways to ignore it.º

Brennan Smith, '14, traveled all the 
way from Seattle, Washington and o" ers 
the following advice.

ªI go home every break and live life 
to the fullest when I'm there.º

Overall, here are some hints for what 
to do if you're feeling homesick:

Join a church group
Join a club
Find a quiet, peaceful spot on cam-

pus to escape
Exercise ± endorphins can relieve 

anxiety and equalize moods
Don't call home too o$ en
Utilize the counseling center
Spend weekends on campus with 

friends
Wear your Randolph-Macon gear ± 

you'll feel more like a part of the campus.

by Fenton Crowther `13

Sta!  Writer

Labor Day is a holiday? 

#rmcproblems

Fresh mulch again. So that©s 
where my tuition goes. 

#rmcproblems

Estes at 5:30. #nowheretosit 
#rmcproblems

Woken at 7am by the lawn-
mower again. #rmcproblems

Walking across campus. 
#itssofar #rmcproblems

Every washer on campus is 
taken.

#rmcproblems

• e R-MC choir led Amazing Grace while holding candles at the 9/11 Memorial

#

John Coleman occassionally misses home
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                                    Senior Spotlights
Jimmy Pinto Maggie Roy

by Laura Young `14

Senior Features Editor
by Bethany Rotenberry `12

Managing Editor

Throughout his time 
at Randolph-Macon College, 
psychology major Jimmy 
Pinto, '12, says he's gained a 
lot of knowledge and many 
great memories. But however 
much he's received from the 
R-MC community, he's given 
it back twofold. 

Pinto has proven his 
dedication to helping other 
R-MC students by acting as 
an Orientation Leader, a Res-
ident Assistant and a Macon 
Mover. He has also devoted 
himself to the greater good as 
an active member of R-MC's 
Habitat for Humanity, where 
he has held a position on the 
executive board. As Com-
munity Service Chair, he 
organized events to feed the 
homeless in Monroe Park, 
among other things. 

Colleen Hutchison, 
'12, one of Pinto's closest friends, says that 
his caring attitude towards others is what 
sets him apart. 

ªI met Jimmy spring semester of 
freshman year, and we have been best 
friends ever since,º Hutchison said. ªHe 
is one of the most caring and sincere guys 
I have ever met and his consideration for 
others is really astounding. He's the best 
listener and always has a joke to make you 
laugh. He puts his heart into everything, 
and you can see that in his work in Habitat 
for Humanity and especially in his friend-
ships with others.º

Pinto says he began his habit of 
giving in high school when he traveled 
to South Dakota to work with Native 
Americans for his Senior Service Project. 
He compared the experience to Habitat 
for Humanity but with an emphasis on 
the interaction between people. Because of 
this experience, he decided to join Habitat 
once he came to R-MC. 

He says that his favorite memory 
from college was working with that or-
ganization during the Alternative Spring 
Break trip to Fort Lauderdale, Fl. his 
sophomore year. 

ª! e " rst year I did Habitat, I didn't 
really know that many people,º Pinto 
said. ªBut being able to make a lot of new 
friends and come together, work as a 
team and do what we needed to do was 
really great.º 

Pinto cites similar reasons for why 
he chose to be an Orientation Leader and 
a Resident Assistant. 

ªMy OL was awesome, and I liked 
the idea of having students help other 
students get acclimated to college,º Pinto 
said. ª! e same goes for the time I spent 
as an RA.º 

One of the college experiences Pinto 
is especially quali" ed to give " rsthand 
advice on is the study abroad program. 
A# er going through the application pro-
cess with R-MC's O$  ce of International 
Education, he chose to spend the Spring 
of his junior year in Australia. 

ªI had heard that when people have 
gone abroad from here, it was a great ex-
perience,º he said. ªAnd I thought, if the 
school o% ers something that is a once in a 
lifetime opportunity, I want to take that.º

Pinto said he was very happy with 
his choice to go to Australia; because it is 
so far away, he felt that he would probably 
never go there if he didn't study abroad. 

ªIt was the " rst time I had ever le#  
the country, so that was big,º he said. ªI was 
able to witness another culture and meet 
new people that you won't really meet 
here, like Aborigines. I also got to see the 
Sydney Opera House, feed kangaroos and 
koalas and go to the Outback.º

Studying abroad is something he 
says he would recommend to other R-MC 
students. 

ªPeople should definitely do it,º 
Pinto said. ª! ey handle the process so 
well here, and they offer so many dif-
ferent places to go. It's something that if 
you really want to do it, it's the perfect 
opportunity.º

Even so, he says that he is happy to 
be back at R-MC for his senior year. He is 
from Towson, Md. and says that he will 
really miss his home of four years when 
he has to leave. 

ªI'll really miss being with my 
friends on a daily basis. Most of them are 
from Virginia, so it's going to be weird not 
being around them,º Pinto said. 

He says that he will also miss the 
professors and classes here, a few in par-
ticular. 

ª! e biggest thing that I've real-
ized about professors is that they really 
care. ! ey take their time to talk to you, 
whether it's about school or even your 
personal life,º he said. ª! e best professor 
I've had here is Professor Breitenberg. I 
really just enjoy the way that he teaches; 
it's a bit di% erent, but I really enjoyed him. 
Also, Professor Resnick is my adviser, and 
he's done great things for me.º

As for the campus itself, Pinto says 
that he will miss the Brock the most be-
cause he loves to work out there. 

Next year when he goes to graduate 
schoolÐmost likely to Towson School of 
PsychologyÐhis friends say there will be 
a de" nitive vacuum le#  in his absence. 

Mike Zacharias, '12ÐPinto's good 
friend and roommateÐis one of them.  

ªJimmy's a great guy because he'll 
always put those he cares about before 
himself,º Zacharias said. ªHe doesn't mind 
doing the little things that sometimes 
mean the most. He'd do almost anything 
for a friend, whether it's driving to Rich-
mond past midnight because their ride 
le#  them or helping them move in for 
the third and fourth time. Jimmy's a great 
friend, and if I'm lucky we'll be friends for 
a long, long time.

Riding in a police car several times 
in one summer is not something that most 
college students take pride in, but Maggie 
Roy, '12, enjoyed every minute of it. 

She was there as part of a summer 
internship at the Ashland Police Depart-
ment. This and many other experiences 
have made Roy's time at Randolph-Macon 
especially memorable. 

Roy is a Psychology major from 
Richmond, VA. 

She decided to come to Randolph-
Macon to play basketball and because she 
really liked the school atmosphere. 

ªI really liked how small it was so you 
can get to know everyone,º Roy said. ªAll of 
the professors and upperclassmen were very 
welcoming to me as a freshman.º 

Roy has played on the R-MC basket-
ball team in every game since Freshman 
Year. According to the R-MC athletics web-
site, this past season she was named First 
Team All-ODAC, Second Team All-State 
by the Virginia Sports Information Direc-
tors and was given an Honorable Mention 
from the Richmond-Times Dispatch. Her 
free throw percentage was 5th in the nation 
at 87&.  She scored an average of 13.8 points 
per game, the highest on the team.   

Roy says that she has gratifying times 
on the court both with the team and indi-
vidually.

ªAs a team my proudest moments 
were winning ODACS Freshman year and 
last year.  I don't even know how to describe 
how happy I was,º Roy said. ªAs an individ-
ual, it was against Roanoke this past season 
when I hit a game-winning 3-pointer.º 

Being an athlete at R-MC has a% ected 
Roy's life, she says. 

ªI think it (being an athlete at R-MC) 
has in* uenced me to push myself in every 
way,º Roy said. ªIt's a small campus and ev-
eryone knows you play a sport so you want 
to represent well.º

Roy's teammate, Madison Dulaney, 
`13, says that Roy helped her through a dif-
" cult time last basketball season. 

ªLast year, when I was injured she 
always made sure to see how I was doing and 
even came to visit when I was recovering 
from foot surgery,º Dulaney said. 

Dulaney also says that Roy's con" -
dence is what makes her a great basketball 
player. 

ªShe's not afraid to step up and not 
only take, but make big shots for us in big 
games,º Dulaney said.

Roy has also gotten involved in other 
campus organizations. She serves or has 
served as an Orientation Leader, a men-
tor for Freshmen basketball players and 
is also involved in SAAC and Habitat for 
Humanity. 

ªI was not really involved Freshman 
year, but once I saw my friends getting in-
volved and how much they liked it, I thought 
I would give it a shot and I ended up loving 
it,º Roy said. 

Roy says that being an Orientation 
Leader was her favorite thing she was in-
volved in. 

ªI liked meeting all of the Freshmen; 
they are an awesome group, and it's nice 
to get your name out there, so if they have 
questions they know who to call,º Roy said. 
ªIt was nice because I didn't know half of the 
other, OL's but they're all my friends now.  I 
got to meet a lot of new people.º 

Roy just recently joined Habitat for 
Humanity. 

ªI had always wanted to do it, but I 
never thought that I had time because of 
basketball,º Roy said. ªOne of my teammates 
joined last year and had so much fun that I 
decided to do it and I like it already.º 

As stated before, Roy had a summer 
internship with the Ashland police depart-
ment. She did ride-alongs with police of-
" cers once a week, but on the other days 
she worked on projects for the department.  

ªThe biggest project I did was the 
R-MC security assessment,º Roy said. ªI 
looked at every window and make sure 
everything was secure.º 

Roy says the internship was a positive 
experience. 

ªI really enjoyed it, especially because 
I want to go into forensic psychology,º 
Roy said. ª! e internship really broke my 
perception of policemen.  Everyone thinks 
they're big and bad and hard, but they're 
pretty funny.º 

Roy says that she has had many great 
professors at R-MC, especially in her chosen 
" eld of Psychology.

ªProfessor Lambert taught me how to 
go out of my comfort zone and try things 
that I didn't think I would be good at, and 
Professor Resnick got me interested in 
the forensics " eld,º Roy said. ªProfessor 
Parker is just the nicest person and Profes-
sor Hughes, my adviser, has really helped 
me through all of my years here.º 

Her favorite class over her four years 
was Clinical Neuroscience. 

ªPeople say that the harder the class 
is, the more you like it in the end and that 
was true,º Roy said. ª! ere is satisfaction in 
working hard and getting it done, and the 
books were really interesting.º 

As for future plans, Roy says that she 
hopes to try and play basketball overseas but 
if not, hopefully graduate school. 

Roy leaves one piece of advice for 
future Randolph-Macon students. 

ªActually go to class and study, it's not 
like high school,º Roy said.

Skip Rowland/rmcphotos.com
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Thinking about 
traveling abroad? J-term 
study/travel courses allow 
students to travel abroad 
for a short period of time 
with faculty and staff.  
! ere are still plenty of 
spaces le"  for students to 
# ll, including a brand new 
service learning trip.

J-term study/travel 
courses are traveling far 
and wide this year, from 
Europe, to Australia, to 
Israel.  A trip to El Salva-
dor has also recently been 
formed.  

Tr av e l  a b ro a d 
courses begin with about 
two weeks in the class-
room on campus and 
end with two weeks im-
mersed in a foreign coun-
try.  Credit is given for 
the class a student is en-
rolled in and for travelling 
abroad.  

Trips generally cost 
between $2,000-$5,000 
with scholarships and 
# nancial aid available.

Mayumi Nakarama 
from the O%  ce of Inter-
national Education says 
that travelling abroad for J-term bene# ts 
students in several di& erent ways.  

Not only does it give students the 
opportunity to travel comfortably with 
fellow students and a familiar faculty 
member, but the trips last for shorter 
periods of time.  ! ese short time peri-
ods make it easier for students to travel 
abroad, especially for the # rst time, and 
will hopefully interest students in study-
ing abroad for an entire semester.  

Another interesting aspect of 
J-term is the inclusion of service learn-
ing trips.  Not only do students learn 
valuable skills in the classroom, but 
they also get the experience of helping 
another culture.  

! e most recently added service 
learning trip is to El Salvador.  

Beth Gill and Christina Cozart 
will be leading the trip to El Salva-

dor.  Gill and Cozart have partnered with 
Habitat for Humanity's Global Village 
Program to provide students with the 
opportunity to build a& ordable housing 
for those in need while learning about 
the sociology of human rights.   

Although this is Cozart's # rst J-
term trip, she has advised six collegiate 
spring break trips with Habitat for Hu-
manity during her time at R-MC and 
says that each one was amazing.  

ª! e service, the families we have 
impacted and the willingness of students 
to donate their time have truly made 
me proud to be involved with Habitat,º 
Cozart said. ªI am looking forward to 
the challenges of building in another 
country and also helping to eliminate 
poverty for the people living there with 
our students this January.º

by Fenton Crowther `13

Sta•  Writer

Looking to Go Abroad?Play Review:

T he  H i s to r y  o f  Ame r i c a 
(Abridged), performed by Randolph-
Macon students at the Cobb Theatre 
from September 14th-17th, took a quirky 
and whimsical approach to the earnest 
events of America and its foundation. 

Aisha Odum, Kristian Spencer 
and Derek Gayle played themselves in 
the performance and elucidated 500 
years of American history in a matter 
of two hours.

Naturally, the play began in 1492, 
where Amerigo Vespucci, an famous car-
tographer, had set sail for the Americas. 
Closely following, the scene cut to North 
America, where Gayle retold its creation 
according to the indigenous. Upon com-
pletion of this scene, the audience was 
taken to Jamestown in 1607, where the 
English settlers began their colonizing. 

! e play progressed into the antebellum 
Revolutionary War, where the Boston Tea Party 
occurred, the rati# cation of the Constitution 
was discussed, the ªshot heard ̀ round the worldº 
was reenacted and Paul Revere's Midnight Ride 
was spoken of. 

After the Revolutionary War, the play 
made its way to the 1800s, where the Civil War 
and all of its tribulations were presented. ! e 
Civil War ended and Lincoln's assassination was 
also reenacted to # nalize the 19th century. 

Following that, an intermission was called, 
and the play quickly rejoined to introduce World 
War I. 

Once World War I had concluded, the play 
entered into a ªsub-sceneº where Odum played a 
detective investigating events from the Vietnam 
War, to the Korean War, Watergate and the Berlin 
Wall. ! ese events were the inception to Ronald 
Reagan's presidency, Desert Storm and beyond. 

To conclude the production, Odum, Gayle 
and Spencer regressed through time and retold 
the events optimistically, displaying a primi-
tive mentality of the past being superior to the 
present.

Unexpectedly, the play was witty and 
exciting. ! e culmination of constant action on 
stage, clever diction  and a rapidly progressive 
plot and setting made for a delightful hour and 
a half, though nearing the end of the second act, 
the play became repetitive and America's history 
seemed clear enough. 

! e play was eye-opening to a new view 
of America. Constantly, the actors would 
make remarks regarding America's tax policy, 
America's desire for excessive spending and our 

commercial society's behavior. As the events of 
our history progressed, we became more # xated 
on Capitalism and the hunger for money. 

In addition to the play's informative 
aspects, it was attractive and enchanting too. 
! e play constantly demanded the audience's 
attention and livened the temperament of the 
entire theatre.

Each scene was unexpected, and subse-
quently, the characters adhered to the demands 
of what each scene required for fullness. 

Many scenes involved the audience's par-
ticipation, creating excitement and anticipation 
for the chance that you could be the next person 
picked to be a part of the performance. 

In essence, during the World War I scene, 
Odum, Gayle and Spencer were emulating 
soldiers in trench warfare when they spotted 
enemy soldiers (the audience) and # red their 
water ri* es at them. 

Nearing the end of the play, Spencer ap-
proached audience members to involve them 
in a game show that he and Odum had staged. 
! ese improvisatory events were inclusive and 
paramount for the audience to feel intertwined 
with the performance and to have control over 
its' success. 

A profound sense of originality blossomed 
from the play. Each scene was original and each 
character had an authentic element that added 
to the performance. 

A fair de# nition of ªthe same old stu& º 
would be non-distinctive and ªtextbookº execu-
tion of the arrangement of incidents. 

! e characters and the plot in ! e History 
of America (Abridged) de# ed the customary 
play set-up. 

by Jonathan Kogel `14

Contributing Writer

Organization Spotlight: Jewish Student Organization

New Trips Recently Added The History of America (Abridged)

by Laura Young `14
Connor Wolf `13 

Senior Features Editor
Contributing Writer

At Randolph-Macon College, the community 
thrives as a proud whole with common bonds. 

However, under those common bonds every 
student and every faculty member has a unique 
background that allows them to bring something 
di& erent to the rest of the community. It is im-
portant to express our past, our people and our 
personal cultures.  

! at is exactly what brand new Jewish based 
organization Hillel is doing. 

Being primarily a group that expresses Jewish 
culture and history, Hillel has a lot more in store 
than just that. ! ey also seek a personal and an 
educational experience with their fellow students.

Vice-President Josh Ano& , '14, says that the 
group is open to all students. 

ªAnyone is more than welcome to attend any 
event as far as the general events. Part of Hillel is not 
just to provide Jewish students with a community 
with each other but also to give anyone who wants 
to learn about the Jewish community or experience 
the Jewish community the opportunity,º Anoff 
said. ªWe want everyone to be able to experience 
that, even if it's just for a night or to have fun or 
something.º

! e group began last spring. Since then things 
have been moving fast. 

In a sense, they are still trying to build the 
group so it reaches its full strength as quickly as 
possible. ! e group has planned a few di& erent 
events this year.

ªSome of the events we want to have are a 
Passover Seder like we did last year,º Ano&  said. 
ªWe want to have services twice a month for anyone 
who wants to go, but as far as events go, maybe like 
a Matzah Ball dance around the Passover time and 
also a Hanukkah Party.º 

Ano&  says that in the meantime, members 
are a main point of interest for them as they want 
to have a large group to be able to do the activities 
they are interested in.

Despite how new the group is, they have al-
ready begun their on-campus goals. Just last spring, 
they had their # rst event, and students can expect 
more in the near future.

ªWe had # " een Jewish students show up and 
another # ve to seven non-Jewish participants show 
up to the Seder,º Ano&  said. ªWe were very happy 
with the turn out.º 

! ey even had a booth at the Activities Carni-
val this year where they were able to share informa-
tion with any curious student who walked by. Ano&  
hopes that the group could reach twenty members. 

Hillel is made up of very passionate and very 
strong-willed individuals. With plans to have many 
events this year, the rest of the student body is sure 
to get to know and enjoy this new and cultured 
group. 
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Aries (March 21-April 20) Your vital 
energy is going to get you in trouble if you 
go sticking your nose in the wrong business. 
Remember to be the change you want to see in
the world and not to try to force it by med-
dling.

Taurus (April 21-May 20) You are just 
getting moving in this brand new year. Re-
member there is a ! ne line between being 
persistent and being bossy. If you want to 
continue to have controversy with civility, you 
must learn to build consensus and be " exible.

Gemini (May 21-June 21) # ey say curios-
ity killed the cat. Well, last I checked, she was 
still meowing, so I say curiosity can be a cata-
lyst to collaboration. Get out there Gemini 
and create a shared vision in everything you 
do. One note of caution: curiosity is one shade 
from nosy. Learn the di$ erence.

Cancer (June 22-July 22) Cancer, this is 
not the time to be moody and brooding. You 
have to open up that shell to new experiences 
and be available to change if you want to ex-
hibit the degree of citizenship that only you 
can do so well. Nothing ventured, nothing 
gained Cancer.

Leo (July 23-August 22) Happy Fall Leo. 
Your con! dence and ability to express your-
self has the potential to allow you articulate a 
common purpose in everything you do. Like-
wise, it has the potential to make you seem 
overbearing and pompous. So, remember to 
bring people along in the process Leo. You'll 
be glad you did.

Virgo (August 23-September 22) Check 
your perfectionist tendencies at the door. No 
one is calling your commitment to excellence 
into question. Be ready to forgive yourself 
and others when they aren't perfect. Strive for 
excellence not perfection and all will be well.

Libra (September 23-October 22) Libra, 
your desire for balance and harmony will be a 
guide if you start with making sure your ac-
tions are congruent with your values. Internal 
balance will translate to balance in all areas 
of your life.

Scorpio (October 23-November 22) 
Your passion and intensity, Scorpio, naturally 
draws people to you. It can also repel them as 
your intensity, while alluring, can also sting. 
It is imperative that you remain conscious of 
yourself and the way in which you approach 
those around you. Your strengths will prevail 
with a little self-exploration.

Sagittarius (November 23-December 
21) You are always ready for an adventure 
Sagittarius, but beware of pitfalls such as over-
commitment. Sometimes less is more when it 
comes to involvement. Pick what you believe 
in and commit to that completely.

Capricorn (December 22-January 20)
Change is a good thing. Your desire for order 
can sometimes make you feel anxious when 
things don't go as planned. Although orga-
nization and plans are awesome, when the 
best laid plans fall apart, you have to prepare 
to pick up the pieces.

Aquarius (January 21-February 18) Vi-
sion is your strong suit Aquarius. Remember 
to help others see your vision and to clarify 
their own. If you work with others, you will 
be able to guide your organizations to an all 
time high.

Pisces (February 19-March 20) Sensitiv-
ity is a strength Pisces. It can be a liability as 
well. Try to take things in stride and to not 
make them personal when they don't have to 
be. If you can do that, your compassion will 
pay dividends.

Macon Predictions: Horoscopes to Help you Lead

Break the Bank
What you need:
· %8.00
· Business casual clothes
· Reservation
· Car
· Extra money for a tea or maybe even¼.a meeeal& 

So that's about¼.%60-%70

Jae Grant: Microwave Chef
by Jamie Grant `12

Sta•  Writer

ªCandy on a Cloudº
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Cr(me brulee is my favorite dessert in the whole 
world. But as a college student, it isn't something I get 
to enjoy o) en. # en again, as a regular person, I don't 
get to enjoy it very o) en. Although I've had it since, my 
absolute best ªcr(meº experience was at Ruth's Chris in 
Richmond, Va. Two of my best friends took me there 
for my 21st birthday. # e meal was fantastic, but the 
dessert is what I'll never forget. 

# e restaurant provides the birthday diner with 
a decadent, homemade chocolate mousse cupcake, in 
a handmade chocolate shell. # is was wonderful, but 
when I found out that they had cr(me brulee on the 
menu, I had to have it. It came out in a ramekin that 
could serve *and it did+ three people. It was topped 
with strawberries, blueberries, raspberries, and gar-
nished with fresh mint. It was perfect, just like my 
birthday& As my best friend described it, it was ªlike 
candy on a cloud.º

! e Moneysaver
What you need:
· Storage container or large bowl
· Whisk or spoon
· Measuring cup
· Torch or convection oven
· Ingredients:
· 1 pack French vanilla instant pudding *regular pack+
· 1 cups cold milk *2/ works wonderfully+
· 1 cup heavy whipping cream
· 2 tsp sugar

Directions:
Empty the pudding packet into storage container. Add cold milk and whisk until all lumps disappear. Add heavy 
cream and whisk4fold until pudding is a uniform color. Cover and refrigerate for at least 15 minutes. Remove and 
! ll ramekin, microwavable co$ ee mug, or bowl, almost to the top. Sprinkle with sugar and torch or broil until 
caramelized. Let cool 2 minutes. Crack and enjoy&

Jamie Grant

Google Images
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On Friday, September 8, about a 
dozen Randolph-Macon students visited the 
University of Richmond, along with another 
8,900 people to hear remarks by President 
Obama on the economy.   

His visit came the day after he ad-
dressed Congress on his American Jobs 
Act he wants passed immediately. It was no 
coincidence though that his ! rst stop was 
Virginia (especially the House Majority 
leader, Eric Cantor's district), as he was the 
! rst democrat in years to win the 44 electoral 
votes from Virginia.

Before Obama came to the stage, a ju-
nior at Richmond Community High School, 
Nigel Richardson, spoke about his school 
and the new technology it has acquired from 
national government grants under Obama's 
administration. 

Under the American Jobs Act, Nigel's 
school will receive funding to be ªmodern-
ized,º including new computer labs, Internet 
ready classrooms and much more.

Although his speech was short and to 
the point (literally, only 25 minutes long), 
he outlined what he wants done and why 
Americans should want it too. 

c d e f g f h i f j k k l m k i f n i o f d p f g q f r s

k n

Washingtont

d p u o o g v f f k k l f u w w f q i n r x

q u y u o u k z { |

Obama said, in fairly representing 
the people and what they desire, especially 
economically. 

He readdressed that Congress should 
not wait any longer. " e time for change is 
now, and that change starts with creating 
more jobs. 

He urged every person watching to 
email, tweet, fax, visit, Facebook or even send 
a carrier pigeon to your congressperson, urg-
ing them to sign the bill. " ese jobs, Obama 
says, are to include more jobs for teachers, 
veterans, young people and the long-term 
unemployed.  

In attendance were other important 
Democratic o#  cials, including former Govs. 
Douglas Wilder and Tim Kaine, state Sen. 
Donald McEachin and Richmond Mayor 
Dwight Jones. 

Kaine, a main supporter of Obama 
during his campaign in 2008, added to what 
Obama had said, as he was happy to hear that 
Cantor and other Republicans agreed with 
parts of the American Jobs Act.

Obama in Richmond:
President Obama Outlines Jobs Act at U of R

While it is clear that Barack 
Obama will be the primary nomi-
nee for the Democratic Party, it is 
still unclear who will end up win-
ning the Republican nomination 
for President.  

" ere are many Republicans 
who have declared that they are 
going to try their best to get that 
nomination.   Michele Bachmann 
is one such Republican.

Bachmann was born in Wa-
terloo, Iowa and later moved to 
Minnesota when she was thirteen 
years old.  She received her B.A. 
from Winona State University in 
1978 and later went on to receive 
an LL.M. degree in tax law from 
William & Mary. 

Bachmann then worked for 
the IRS for almost six years until she 
le$  the position a$ er giving birth to 
her fourth child.

Despite being raised in a 
Democratic family, Bachmann 
became a strong supporter of the 
Republican Party and eventually 
the Tea Party.  She and her husband have 
given their support during many political 
campaigns including Jimmy Carter's.  

She served in the Minnesota State 
Senate from 2000-2006.  " en in 2006, 
she became the ! rst Republican woman 
to represent Minnesota in the U.S. House 
of Representatives.

During her time in Congress, she has 
served on many di% erent committees, and 
in 2010, Bachmann created the Tea Party 
Caucus.  As a result, she has supported the 
Tea Party and their stances for lower taxes 
and smaller government.

Bachmann o#  cially ! led to run for 
president on June 14, 2011 and formally 
announced her candidacy on June 27, 2011 
in Waterloo, Iowa.  She participated in the 

Iowa Straw Poll on August 13, 2011 and 
won.  Bachmann is the ! rst woman ever 
to win the Iowa Straw Poll.

Michele Bachmann is quite con-
servative in her beliefs and states that she 
wants an amendment to the Constitution 
banning same-sex marriage.  

She did not support military action 
in Iraq in 2007 and believes that the public 
should have been given more information 
about the situation.  

Bachman does not support global 
warming initiatives, but does support the 
notion that we need to become less depen-
dent on foreign oil.

It is unclear whether or not she 
will win the Republican nomination for 
President, but she does seem to be a strong 
contender.

Republican Candidate: 
Michele Bachmann

by Zachary Spaeth `14

Junior Politics/Opinions Editor

by Crystal Thomas `13

Junior Politics/Opinions Editor

President Obama released the ªAmeri-
can Jobs Act of 2011º on Monday, September 
12th. 

This legislation, which should be 
passed immediately by Congress, would 
help stimulate the economy and begin the 
process of lowering unemployment, which 
has been hanging around 9.2* for quite 
some time now. 

This document is a 41 page list of 
proposals that the President envisions will 
help create jobs, lower tax burdens among 
the working class and close loopholes to pay 
for the entire proposal. 

Before you decide if you like the sound 
of this or not, let's talk about the speci! cs that 
are in the proposal.

First o% , it reissues money into the 
unemployment fund, the number for which 
is +15 billion. 

" is means that it would allow for 
people to continue collecting unemploy-
ment through the federal government. " is 
is a normal part of legislation with Congress 
usually passing something similar every 
year or so. 

" e big chunk of money is going to-
wards ªProject Rebuild.º " is program will 
give local and state governments money to 
rebuild speci! c and key parts of their infra-
structure like roads, bridges, schools and 
public transportation. " e idea behind this 
is that the local governments will then hire 

people and pay them to rebuild these things, 
thus creating jobs. 

" e proposal also sets aside +2 billion 
in grants for airports to make the necessary 
repairs and upgrades to be more energy 
e#  cient and to acquire new air navigation 
systems. " is will make airports more state 
of the art, safer and possibly easier everyone's 
wallets.

Another issue the legislation deals 
with is the tax code. Usually it gives people 
a headache to talk about the country's tax 

structure and with good reason, because of 
all the tax loopholes and misrepresentations. 

But the President's plan plays with the 
tax code to restructure in a couple of ways. 

" e ! rst gives a tax break of up to 
+4,000 to a company or small business who 
hires a new worker who has been unem-
ployed for 6 months or more. " is tax break 
or ªtax creditº can also be used in certain 
public entities like a state funded university 
or community college. 

Ending private jet subsidies and oil 

subsidies in order to create 
more money in the budget 
to spend in infrastructure is 
another reform the ªAmeri-
can Jobs Actº lays out. 

Finally, there are spe-
ci! c things in the proposal 
that are geared to help col-
lege students directly. 

" e plan sets aside +3 
billion for a project called 
the ªPathways Back to Work 
Act.º Half of this money will 
go to help fund local and 
state jobs for students and 
young, lower income people. 

Speci! cally, this part 
of the plan will help supply 
more summer and year-
long jobs for those younger 
people who cannot find 

work. " is will lower the demand of students 
and teenagers to take jobs that adults are ap-
plying for, and it also will help students to 
pay o%  the debt they are accumulating from 
loans for school. 

" e other half of the +3 billion will go 
towards funding formal training for out of 
work teenagers which will help them get a job.
" ere is plenty more in President Obama's 
proposal, so if you are interested in learning 
more go to WhiteHouse.gov. 

What is the American Jobs Act?
by Brennan Smith `14

Contributing Writer

Obama explains the American Jobs act to a crowd as he travels the country to spred the word.
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One of the key bene$ ts to 
our capitalist society is the ability 
of small businesses to succeed, 
although it may be hard during a 
rough patch in the economy.   

President Obama's plan will 
eliminate payroll taxes for small 
businesses that increase their 
payroll by adding new workers or 
increasing the wages of their cur-
rent workers.  

He is redirecting the tax cuts 
from the corporate companies and 
putting them where they belong: 
the middle and lower class, so 
they can have more money in their 
pockets when it is time to cash that 
paycheck.  

When the Wall Street bailout 
occurred, American small busi-
nesses felt the consequences and 
couldn't be bailed out. It is time to 
help them.

% e most di"  cult task for 
veterans coming back from serving 
our country is being able to $ nd 
new jobs.  President Obama and 
the Democrats behind him are giv-
ing companies that hire veterans a 
tax credit.  

Put the trust in the people 
who truly care about our veterans 
enough to give them a job, not in 
big businesses that only care about 
paying you as little as possible or 
charging you for less-valued items.

President Obama points out 
that there is no better way to pre-
pare our future generations than to 
modernize schools. Doing so will 
enable students to learn with the 
newest science equipment and will 
renovate so many schools that are 
outdated and falling apart. 

We need to stop being so 

pessimistic about the problems 
we are creating for our future gen-
erations and focus on the positive 
changes. 

Obama also plans on cre-
ating more summer jobs and 
programs for youth to partake in, 
reducing the likelihood of them 
getting into trouble. % ese youth 
are the symbol of the Democratic 
Party's progressiveness and our 
hope for the change that is coming 
to our country.  

We as Democrats will make 
the burdens less for our children 
through ways and means of good 
governing and smart government 
choices.

In direct correlation with the 
modernizing of schools, Obama 
states, is the creation of blue-collar 
jobs to make this happen, while 
adding more teaching jobs and 
administrative positions to man-
age these changes.

Infrastructure is the heart 
of the Democratic Party and the 
American people.  % e rebuild-
ing of these schools and the re-
pairing and updating 
of roads, airports and 
many bridges (especially 
right here in Virginia) is 
creating the opportunity 
for thousands of more 
jobs for the unemployed.

This plan is fully 
paid for. Obama has cre-
ated a Joint Congres-
sional Committee that 
will reduce the deficit 
to stabilize our debt and 
pay to put thousands of 
Americans back to work.

When President Barack 
Obama proposed his job creation 
plan, he did try and please both 
sides.  

% ere are many di! erent 
aspects to his new plan including 
tax cuts, tax breaks for businesses 
that hire unemployed persons, 
money for states to prevent teach-
er layo! s and money to rebuild 
the nation's infrastructure. 

All these new ideas do 
not come cheap as the jobs plan 
comes with a &447 billion price 
tag.  

One thing that Repub-
lican's like is tax cuts, and this 
plan is full of them.  Of the &447 
billion, almost half is allotted 
because of the amount of tax cuts 
it proposes.  

While that may sound 
great, is it worth the cost?

One of the main areas of 
concern for the Republicans is the 
cost.  Many are not sure where the 
government is supposed to get 
the money for this and do not like 
the idea of putting the country 

deeper in debt.  
Another fear is that this 

will result in higher taxes in long 
run to pay o!  the new debt that 
it will add to the nation.

Another area of concern 
is whether the e! ects of the jobs 
plan will be permanent or if 
they will just be temporary.  % is 
concern is mostly about the tax 
breaks to businesses for hiring 
unemployed persons. 

Why would a business 
want to hire someone for a one-
time &4,000 tax break?   % e com-
pany would be losing money, and 
the reason they had not been hir-
ing people in the $ rst place was 
because they could not a! ord it.  

% e plan does nothing to 
change the fact that the busi-
nesses simply cannot a! ord to 
hire new employees.

Republicans are working to 
propose a countero! er to Presi-
dent Obama's plan, and they hope 
to address some of their concerns 
in their countero! er while still 
retaining the aspects that they 

did like. 
Repub-

l icans agree 
t ha t  s ome -
thing must be 
done to lower 
the unemploy-
ment rate and 
do realize that 
both sides will 
have to com-
prom is e  to 
get something 
done.

A Debate on the American Jobs Act
Democrats Republicans

by Zachary Spaeth `14

Junior Politics/Opinions Editor
by Crystal Thomas `13

Junior Politics/Opinions Editor

Although 9/11 has come 
and gone, the terror threat is still 
ongoing. 

% e Department of Home-
land Security feared that the 
anniversary would provoke ter-
rorists to try to make a statement 
by launching attacks on the US, 
but nothing happened during 
the ceremonies and tributes that 
occurred nationwide.

The week before the an-
niversary, the FBI and the De-
partment of Homeland Security 
held a joint press conference to 
warn citizens to be aware of their 
surroundings and to call in any-
thing that is out of the ordinary 
to them.

The threat has yet to be 
resolved, and the FBI, DHS and 
National Counter-Terrorism 
Center will not comment on what 
the threat is. 

Days after the anniver-
sary, the U.S. con$ rmed reports 
that al-Qaeda's commander (bin 
Laden's replacement) in Pakistan 

had been killed.  
Although al-Qaeda is being 

taken out at an alarming rate, 
we should expect even more of 
a rebellion because of the harm 
we are causing.  

A senior administratino of-
$ cial said that there was a chance 
of an al-Qaeda truck or car bomb 
attack in New York or Washing-
ton. % e CIA con$ rm that at least 
three individuals entered the 
U.S. in August with the intent to 
launch the attack.

The suspected terrorists 
traveled from Afghanistan, but 
were unsuccessful in theirs e! orts 
to attack the United States.

Ten years later the threat 
is even greater because of the 
time al-Qaeda had to strengthen 
and unite over their hatred for 
the U.S., even while the U.S. has 
been invading the Middle East. 
Hopefully this threat will not be 
realized and Americans will be 
able to feel safe in their homes 
and o"  ces.

9/11 Anniversary: Threats Continue for Americans
by Zachary Spaeth `14

Junior Politics/Opinions Editor

• e Twin Towers were a symbol of the beauty and structure of New 
York. Even today, the city does not look the same without them 

stretching skyward for everyone to see.
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by Bethany Rotenberry `12

Managing Editor

U.S. Open
Novak Djokovic pulled off a 

spectacular but somewhat unsurpris-
ing win at the ! nals of the US Open 
last week over second-seeded Rafael 
Nadal in New York City.

 NadalÐwho only last year was 
being praised as the next greatest 
men's tennis playerÐonly overcame 
Djokovic in one set of four. 

On the women's side, former US 
Open Champion and American hope-
ful Serena Williams made her way to 
the ! nals a" er a season strewn with 
serious health issues and a very disap-
pointing run at Wimbledon earlier in 
the summer. However, Williams fell 
in an upset to Australian player Sami 
Stosur in only two sets. 

ªI was rooting for Serena be-
cause I believe she has the most talent 
out of any female tennis player of all 
time,º said Frank Donnelly, '12, who 
plays for the Randolph-Macon Col-
lege men's tennis team. 

Despite her obvious talent and 
her admirable defeat of several serious 
health problems, Williams' big story 
from the tournament surrounded 
her actions a" er an umpire made a 
questionable call in the second set of 
the ! nal. 

She chastised Williams for 
screaming at a distractingly loud level 
while Stosur tried to return a ball. Ser-
ena then hurled several loud insults at 
the umpire, but her tirade only garnered her 
a $2,000 ! ne for the code violation. 

# en men's ! nal was less fraught with 
controversy but was just as drama-! lled. 
Djokovic, who faced Nadal in last year's 
US Open ! nal and watched as the trophy 
slipped through his ! ngers, was given the 
opportunity to turn the tables. 

During his stellar run through this 
seasonÐin which he is currently 64-2, a 
win-loss record that has the potential to 
be the best in historyÐDjokovic had been 
crushing opponents le"  and right. 

So it was no great surprise that he 
overcame a hard-won battle against Roger 
Federer, formerly No. 1 in the world and 
holder of 16 Grand Slam titles, to face Nadal 
on center court. 

However, victory was anything but 
certain.  # e ! rst three sets were grueling, 
and it looked as if Nadal's win of the third 
set was going to turn the tides. 

But Djokovic once again demonstrat-
ed that he is a more con! dent player than he 
has been in the past. He hit 17 winners in the 
fourth set alone. When he won the match 
point, he fell to the ground and kissed the 
court in thanks for his ! rst US Open victory. 

ªDjokovic is having a stellar year, 
one that everyone wishes for but can never 
achieve,º said Donnelly of Djokovic's per-
formance. %ªHe's always had the talent and 
just hasn't been able to break through. %I 
think he is a lot of fun to watch and has a 
great energy and passion for the game. %I 
love watching his intensity, quickness and 
mental game. %He's matured a lot over the 
past few years of being overshadowed by 
Federer and Nadal.º  %

Kaitlyn Dmytryszyn, '13, says she was 
hoping for a di& erent outcome. 

ªI feel like Djokovic is a real up and 
comer. I, however, as a Nadal fan, was up-
set that he beat out Nadal for the win, but 
it made for a great match,º she said. ªI am 
kind of excited that there is now a tennis 
player that can really test Nadal's playing 
in the future and hopefully make him a 
better player.º

However, for many Americans, the 

big disappointment of the tournament was 
the lackluster performance of US players. 
Andy Roddick fell in the quarter! nals to 
Nadal, and No. 8 Mardy FishÐwho had 
been playing a vastly improved game since 
his surprisingly good showing in Wimble-
donÐdidn't even make it that far. 

On top of that, the Williams sistersÐ
who in the past almost always seemed to 
come out on topÐwere simply disappoint-
ing. 

Dmytryszyn says that she thinks 
American tennis has been sub-par of late 
because of the popularity of other American 
sports. 

ªI am not too upset by the players the 
US has produced when it comes to tennis,º 
she said. ªWe are a country that is%more in-
vested in contact sports that produce many 
points and keep people easily entertained, 
hence the popularity of football and basket-
ball. Sports like soccer and tennis are glazed 
over, which leads to us not producing many 
people who train throughout their life for 
such a sport as tennis.º

But some tennis fans are still hopeful 
for the future. 

ªAmerican tennis is a little stalwart 
lately,º said Donnelly. ªHowever, these 
younger Americans are showing some 
hope.%Ryan Harrison was doing well in the 
US open race near the top of the standings in 
warm-up tournaments.%Donald Young had 
a great US Open this year. # e star players 
go in cycles from di& erent countries. Spain 
is taking over on the Men's side right now 
and Russia on the women's. # at being said, 
in a few years from now that will de! nitely 
change.º

Donnelly also pointed out that there 
are many tennis players who don't play for 
America but have their homes here.

ªIf we look at where a bunch of the 
foreign playersÐlike Maria SharapovaÐ
are training, they are actually training in 
America. So practically they are Àmerican' 
due to the fact that they are in the US a lot.º

One local event 
that draws many speed 
enthusiasts from Vir-
ginia, as well as people 
from many other states, 
is the NASCAR races. 
On September 8-10, the 
NASCAR Sprint Cup 
series and the NASCAR 
Nationwide series took 
place at Richmond's 
International Raceways. 

# e International 
Raceways are located approximately thirty 
minutes from Ashland on East Laburnum 
Street. # e raceway is a well known and highly 
visited location for city locals and is used for 
lots of big events. 

At the races driver Kevin Harvick num-
ber 29 led, followed by Carl Edwards number 
99, and in third was Je&  Gordon number 24.  
A" er racing in Richmond, their next stop will 
be Chicago.

Randolph Macon students were well 
represented at this event, as the college's swim 
and baseball teams held fundraisers. 

# e swim team spent Friday and Satur-
day working for Scantrek, a company which 
sells headsets allowing fans to listen in on their 
driver's comments during the race. 

The Randolph Macon baseball team 
worked as ushers on Saturday as well. A few 
of the baseball team's members were also 
allowed to help set up the ! reworks for the 
grand ! nally. 

Katie Preddy, a member of R-MC 
women's swim team, a long time NASCAR 
enthusiast and Je&  Gordon fan, describes the 
races as a must-do experience at least once in 
your lifetime. Preddy has been going to see 
NASCAR races in Richmond since she was 
very young.

ªIt is a whole other-world experience; 
there is a culture within itself, only compa-

rable to a Jimmy Bu& et concert,º Preddy said. 
ªPeople camp out and tailgate for hours before 
the races to show their support and socialize. 
# ere is quite a following; lots of businesses sell 
food and merchandise to fans. It's not for ev-
eryone, but those who enjoy it get very into it. 

Preddy also talked about the prospect 
of employment with NASCAR as it would 
never be dull.

ªI would work for NASCAR if I could,º 
Preddy said. ªFor example, one man who 
was there designed what he called a ªcooler 
cruiserº which resembled a riding lawn mower 
but was a self-designed drink cooler with a 
motor and wheels that could be ridden around, 
as well as opened to hold drinks; it was quite 
funny and ridiculousº. 

Since this race took place during the 
week of September 11th, American pride was 
at a high, along with a strong motivation to 
remember those who were lost during 9/11 
like many other sporting events this week 

Many fans were decked out in red, white 
and blue, including most of the racers, who 
had some form of American ( ag displayed 
in addition to their traditional advertising 
symbols.  NASCAR fans are in no way lacking 
in national pride or support for their country.  

This event brings in thousands of 
observers each year and is only trumped by 
football as the most watched professional sport 
on television. 

Je&  Burns, Director of Athletics at Ran-
dolph Macon, announced earlier this year that 
Bren Kintzer has been hired as the new Head 
Coach for Men's and Women's swimming. 

Upon receiving this new position, 
Kintzer shared his enthusiasm. 

ªI am excited about being the Head 
Coach of Randolph-Macon swimming.% It is a 
unique time to be involved with the program,º 
Kintzer said. 

Kintzer is a graduate from Mary Wash-
ington where he led his team to four conference 
titles. A" er college, Kintzer attended VCU and 
received his Masters of Science. 

A" er graduating from Mary Washington 
and before attending VCU, Kintzer became a 
part of the UMW swimming sta&  and helped 
coach the Eagles to their conference champi-
onships. 

He spent two years as an assistant at 
Mary Washington and then moved on to serve 
as an assistant coach at Randolph-Macon. 
While coaching at R-MC, the swim team 
achieved its ! rst ODAC championship.

Kintzer then spent three years coaching 
at Carnegie Mellon University. He helped with 
recruiting, on-deck training, dry land training, 
conditioning and event management, which 
made him a well-rounded and well-quali! ed 
coach. 

While coaching at CMU he received the 
University Athletic Association Male Coach-
ing Sta&  of the Year Award twice. He has led 
many swimmers to NCAA championships 

with quite a few winning All-American status.
Last year the Yellow Jacket swim team ! nished 
second in the ODAC championship, as they 
have done for three of the last four years. 

ª# e women have a tradition of success 
with talented swimmers that should allow for 
us to compete at the top of our conference,º 
Kintzer said. 

# is year Randolph Macon has decided 
to add men's swimming. 

ª# e addition of a new men's team is 
thrilling,º Kintzer said. 

A" er a year of recruiting, they will begin 
competing this coming season. 

ªWe have a great group of men that will 
help shape this team.%I am looking forward to 
starting a new tradition of success that will 
allow us to build from there,º Kintzer said. 
ª# e men are certainly going to surprise a few 
teams this year that won't be expecting much 
from a new team.º

Tracilyn Babington, a sophomore who 
earned the title Rookie of the Year last year, 
was very excited to hear about the hiring of a 
new swim coach. 

ªI think we'll do an amazing job this 
year. Coach Kintzer has a lot of experience 
on all levels, including national. I can't wait to 
see what he'll do to this team,º Babington said.  
# e entire RMC community is excited to see 
what will come of this new addition to our 
sta&  and team. 

ªWe have talent on both the men's and 
women's teams that will make for a great ! rst 
season as head coach,º Kintzer said.%

by Laura Rafner `13

Contributing Writer

New Swim Coach Announced:
Bren Kintzer Takes on Men's and Women's Swimming

NASCAR

by Cecilia Quinonez `14

Senior Sports Editor

Nokav Djokovic goes in for a big hit in the 
U.S. Open. Djokovic went on to win the tour-

nament against Rafael Nadal in the ! nals.
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Tournament Recap
The Yellow Jacket Volleyball team 

has been preparing for their season with a 
series of tournaments these past couple of 
weekends in both Maryland and Pennsyl-
vania.  

On September 2nd, Junior Mallory 
Carter led the team to a 3-0 win over N.C. 
Wesleyan at the ! rst game of the St. Mary's 
tournament and then beat the St. Mary's 
Seahawks the following a" ernoon. 

The next weekend the R-MC team 
traveled to Pennsylvania. # e Randolph-
Macon Volleyball team started their second 
tournament on September 9th with a loss 
to Juniata, ranked sixth in the nation with 
match scores (12-25, 19-25, 17-25). 

# ey also lost to Transylvania in ! ve 
matches (25-23, 22-25, 25-23, 22-25, 15-

17) on the ! nal day but came back against 
Franklin & Marshall in a 3-1 victory (25-14, 
24-26, 25-13, 25-18).

ªI feel like we definitely could've 
played better, although I am con! dent that 
the season will soon pick up,º Tori Puryear, 
a sophomore outside hitter said. 

# e team is con! dent that RMC vol-
leyball will once again live up to its reputa-
tion as an ODAC powerhouse. 

# e Jackets only recruited one fresh-
man for the 2011 season, setter Bailey Troia. 

 ªShe has jumped right in with the 
team and is well on her way to assisting the 
team in further wins,º Puryear said. 

Puryear hopes that the team's experi-
ence and cohesion combined with$Troia's 
formidable talent will keep the Jacket's 

season victorious overall.
In the Juniata game, junior Mal-

lory Carter led the Jackets with seven kills. 
Sophomores Hillary Jessee and Tori Puryear 
were not far behind with six kills apiece. 

In the game against Transylvania, 
junior Jessica Sears had 15 kills and 15 digs, 
Jessee had a weekend-high 17 kills and fresh-
man Bailey Troia had 30 assists. 

Franklin & Marshall saw the Jacket's 
formidable defense with sophomore Marli 
Dabareiner's 24 digs and senior Casey West's 
two solo blocks and ! ve assist blocks. 

A" er the tournament, the Jackets con-
tinued to reclaim their title with wins against 
Mary Washington and Virginia Wesleyan.

Randolph-Macon men's soccer 
traveled to Bridgewater to compete in a 
tournament the weekend of the 9th-11th 
in preparation for their upcoming season. 

In the ! rst game, they came back 
from a 1-3 losing score against Wesley 
to winning 4-3. Senior Ethan Cornelio 
scored the ! rst goal o%  an assist by Ro-
drigo Walsh. 

# e men were down 1-3 and in the 
last 10 minutes of the second half, they 
scored three goals. Sophomore Dustin 
Baellow and senior Mike Urbanik each 

had a goal in the last 10 minutes. Brock 
Barbeau, a sophomore, scored in over-

time and the Yellow Jackets won the ! rst 
game of their tournament. 

ª# ese past games have showed 
us that we have been playing better than 
the past two years. If everything goes ac-
cording to plan we can do really well this 
season,º Walsh said. 

In the second game that Saturday, 
the Yellow Jackets lost 1-0 to Ferrum Col-
lege. Although they had more chances, 
unfortunately, the Yellow Jackets could 
not get the ball into the net. 

Ferrum capitalized and scored on 
one of their chances, the game ended 
and the Yellow Jackets returned from the 

tournament with one win and one loss. 
ªWe need to be able to ! nish critical 

opportunities,º Walsh said. 
Junior Fernando Rochi o% ered his 

opinion as well. 
ªI thought we played well in the 

! rst game; it showed that we can all step 
up at critical times in the game, especially 
coming back a" er losing 3-1 to winning. 
The second game showed that we are 
mentally weak, we lost to a much weaker 
team then the one we beat the day before,º 
Rochi said.

# e boys have a lot of hope for this 
coming season and are excited to do well 
in the ODACs.$

Men's Soccer

During these first few weeks of 
games, the Randolph-Macon girl's soc-
cer team traveled to North Carolina to 
compete in a tournament. 

On the ninth, the Yellow Jackets 
dominated Chowan, a division two school, 
with a score of 9-0. 

Junior Captain Erin Hauser and 
junior Meredith Eckles scored two goals 
in the ! rst game of the tournament. Senior 
Amanda Nelms also contributed a goal 
that Friday a" ernoon. Sophomore Megan 
Jackson and freshmen Jen LaBarge, Keeley 
Miller and Morgan Mauck each got their 
! rst goal of their collegiate career. 

The Yellow Jackets played N.C. 
Wesleyan for their second game of the 
tournament the next a" ernoon. Hauser 
got her first hat trick of her collegiate 
career scoring three goals in the Saturday 
game and bumping herself to the leading 
scorer so far this season. 

Eckles and Nelms each scored one 
goal. # e ! nal score was 5-1 with N.C. 

Wesleyan getting an 
unexpected goal late 
in the ! rst half. 

Junior defend-
er Angela Nelms 
commented on how 
the Yellow Jackets 
dominated the tour-
nament. 

ªIt was a good 
practice for us learn-
ing our zone defense 
especially leading up 
to the game against 
Mary-Washington 
where we obviously 
showed how well we worked together.º 

# e Yellow Jackets were especially 
proud of the high amount of goals they 
scored. 

ªOur o% ense is ! nally clicking and 
! nding the back of the net,º Amanda said.
# e Randolph-Macon women are o%  to a 
great start for this season. 

ªIf we keep playing the way we are 
playing right now, we should be able to 
make top four in the ODACsº Angela said. 

Amanda also summed up the team's 
aspirations for this coming season.

ªWe are looking forward to scoring 
many more goals this season,º Amanda 
said.

Women's Soccer

Volleyball

by Cecilia Quinonez `14

Senior Sports Editor

by Alex Zizzi `14

Contributing Writer

by Cecilia Quinonez `14

Senior Sports Editor

Fernando Rochi goes in for a header against 
Washington and Lee

Tressa Seetin goes in for a kick in their game against Hollins. 

Hillary Jessee goes in for a pass at practice

CJ Loving throws the ball in during the men's game 
against Washington and Lee. ! ough scoreless, the 
team had several very close shots. ! e crowd was 

very excited and involved in the game. Also, goalie 
Matty Rocawich did not allow any Washington and 
Lee goals even through a twenty-minute overtime 

period.

! e women's " eld hockey team 
has started o#  on the right foot 

with several close games. In 
this game against Christopher 
Newport the Jackets lost 2-1
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As preseason comes to a close and 
Sunday afternoon and Monday nights 
become ritualistic football nights, fans are 
gearing up to cheer for not only their team 
but for their Fantasy Football team. 

Fantasy football has become a sport 
in itself. Fans have begun to cheer for play-
ers rather than teams in order to bene• t 
their fantasy team online. 

A group of friends will create a fan-
tasy football league online. € ey are each 
allowed to dra•  players to their ªfantasy 
team,º but the catch is that once one person 
in your league has dra• ed a player, no one 
else can lay claim to him. 

Throughout the season, you may 
trade or draft other players. After each 
week, points are calculated based on how 
each individual player performed that 
weekend, instead of how your favorite 
team did. It has just become one more way 
for football fanatics to get involved in the 
excitement of the NFL season.

On our very campus, many students 
are involved in various fantasy football 
leagues, playing with friends from home 
and from school. 

Senior Kurt Sporer plays in three 
fantasy football leagues with friends at 
Randolph Macon. Senior Chris Bellios plays 
in one fantasy football league with friends 
from home. 

Senior Lara O'Brien has never played 
fantasy football before but has decided to 
enter a league with her friends from home. 

€ ere are various strategies to picking 
players for your fantasy football team. 

ªI pick most players I know that are 
good or that I hear may have a chance to 
be good, like tight ends on teams without a 
strong quarterback,º Sporer said. 

Bellios employs a di‚ erent method. 
ªI pick players by their team's schedule and 
their most recent performances,º Bellios 
said. ªBy picking players based on their 
schedule, you can make sure your fantasy 
team is not hurt too badly when a speci• c 
team has a bye-week.º 

Because there is a dra•  for picking 
players, most everyone has a problem get-

ting the team they want. 
ª€ ere were tons of problems getting 

who I wanted,º O'Brien said. ªTexans were 
gone • rst round, Mike Vick went the pick 
before mine and my kicker was not my • rst 
choice, but it worked out because I'm ahead 
in my league.º 

Bellios has experienced this problem 
as well. ªIt's always tough getting who you 
want, but that's why you have to have back 
up plans,º Bellios said. 

Sporer also offers a helpful tip to 
aspiring fantasy footballers. ªYou never 
want too many players from one team or 
else your bye-week will really hurt,º he said.  

Anxiety and excitement is already 
building up and everyone is quite con• dent 
in their teams. 

ªI got this season in the bag,º O'Brien 
said. ªNo one stands a chance. I'm winning 
so far and it's only going to get better.º 

In addition, Sporer issues a warning 
to everyone. ªWatch out,º he said, ªMatt 
Forte is coming for you.º 

So watch out football fans because 
not only is the competition • erce on the 
playing • eld this year, but everyone seems 
to think their fantasy football team is the 
team to beat.

Week 1 has always been the most 
unpredictable week in professional football. 
So it comes as no surprise that by the time 
the Oakland Raiders beat the Denver Bron-
cos Monday night, fans had enough ques-
tions, comments and concerns to tweet, 
text, type and even talk about for days.   

Certain players and teams around the 
league le•  quite the impression on America 
during Week 1. Tony Romo's fourth-quarter 
meltdown, the Peyton Manning-less Colts 
and the media-favorite Packers were just a 
few hot topics. But the biggest performance, 
in my opinion, belonged to the NFL as a 
whole. 

€ ink back to the o‚ season, to the 
time when the hottest, and only topic, was 
the lockout and its' e‚ ect on the 2011 sea-
son. Fans and analysts expected the worst 
with concerns ranging from the rookies, 
to the veterans' physical conditioning and 
everything in between. 

But over the course of three nights 
and 16 games, the NFL proved its resil-
ience and shattered expectations with a 
weekend full of record-breaking, top level 
performances in the wake of a debilitating 
lockout. 

€ is lockout prohibited necessary 
conditioning programs, organized team 
activities, specialized medical attention 
and a normal free agency period. Add it all 
up and these restrictions should have had 
an adverse e‚ ect on almost every aspect 
of players.

With no rookie minicamps and 
less preseason reps, it seemed unlikely 
that many rookies would be able to get 
it together in time to see the • eld. But 52 
rookies started Week 1 - the most since 
1991 - including Cam Newton who broke 
Peyton Manning's opening day record for 
rookies with 422 passing yards. 

The offseason typically devotes a 

large fraction of practice time to the passing 
game. Less o‚ season means less practice, 
which means more room for error when 
it comes to the necessary components of 
a successful o‚ ense: timing, protection, 
coverage reads and overall synchronicity.

€ is was not the case though, seeing 
as Week 1 made NFL history, recording 
7,842 combined passing yards, with 14 
quarterbacks throwing for at least 300 each. 
Compare that to only three quarterbacks 
in 2010 throwing for over 300 yards, and 
you begin to wonder if a lockout is really 
all that bad. 

€ ree touchdown scores on kicko‚  
returns and • ve others on punt returns 
broke yet another NFL record for most 
kick-return scores in a single weekend. 
These touchdowns in conjunction with 
the 81 others scored during Week 1 were 
enough to tie 2002 for the most ever touch-
downs during the • rst week. 

All this talk about offense makes 
it easy to assume that their remarkable 
performance was only possible because 
of a low performance from the defense ± 
the real victims of the lockout. But that 
wouldn't be fair to the Chargers who only 
allowed 43 offensive plays and 10 total 
• rst downs during their victory over the 
Vikings. 

And what about the Baltimore Ra-
vens? € eir defense posted four sacks on 
Big Ben and seven takeaways, more than 
double the amount of any other defense in 
Week 1 history. € e Oakland Raiders also 
impressed by keeping the Denver Broncos 
to a mere 38 yards on the ground and com-
ing away with • ve sacks. 

Obviously there is de• nite room for 
improvement among certain teams in the 
NFL (I'm talking to you, Kansas City), but 
the lockout is no longer a legitimate excuse 
for their shortcomings.  

by Kelly Armstrong `13

Business/Advertising Manager

Lockout? What Lockout?

Fantasy Football: A Game of Its Own
by Cecilia Quinonez `14

Senior Sports Editor

Yellow Jacket Standings
Conf. Overall

Volleyball

Football

Men's 
Soccer

Women's 
Soccer

Field 
Hockey

Compiled by Cecilia Quinonez `14

Senior Sports Editor

3-0 9-2

1-0-1

3-0

2-0

2-5

2-2-1

4-2-1

0-0

0-0

• e football team takes o!  against Shenandoah during Parents' Weekend. 
Senior • addeus Scruggs led the team with a two-point conversion and a 

three-yard touchdown run.

Kicker Josh Storm


