Tentative Activities
J-TERM STUDY/TRAVEL COURSE 2015

We will spend a seven-day residency
at the American Shakespeare Center
in Staunton, Virginia, staying at the
historic Stonewall Jackson Hotel.
During our residency, we will attend
workshops on stage combat, Shakespeare’s language, performance conventions, costuming, props, and more.
We’ll also have an exclusive playhouse tour and “talkbacks” with ASC
actors and directors. Students will be
working directly on the famed
Blackfriars stage.

ENGL 314

Shakespeare’s Real
Stage: Theater at the
Blackfriars Playhouse

We’ll also, of course, see plays, including Shakespeare’s Taming of the
Shrew, John Webster’s The White
Devil, and Aphra Behn’s The Rover.
And though we’ll be close to home,
we’ll have ample opportunity to explore the beautiful and lively town of
historic Staunton, located in the Blue
Ridge Mountains.

Blackfriars Playhouse Interior
Photo by Lauren D. Rogers.

Instructor:
Marisa R. Cull
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ENGL 314: Shakespeare’s Real Stage
Course Description
Ever wish you could
travel back in time,
and see what it was
like to live and work
under the circumstances of those who
came before you?
Maybe your wish
didn’t involve Shakespeare, but in this
course, you will, in a
sense, get to travel back in time, studying
not just the plays of Shakespeare’s time,
but the conditions under which he and his
colleagues had those plays performed.
What makes such an exercise possible is
the relative proximity of the American
Shakespeare Center’s Blackfriars Playhouse, the only replica of Shakespeare’s
original indoor theater in the world. Lucky
for us, this theater is almost in our backyard, and we’ll spend the first portion of
this course educating ourselves in preparation for a week-long stay at the American Shakespeare Center, where we’ll have
the opportunity to work with Shakespeare
scholars, actors, and directors—and to
tread the boards of this famous
stage ourselves!

Faculty Instructor
Professor Marisa R. Cull
Department of English
Phone: 804-752-7289

Downtown Staunton, Virginia

Gregory John Phelps as
Orlando in As You Like It.
Photo by Pat Jarrett.

Estimated Cost
$1,000
(Transportation to and from Staunton, lodging,
tickets to plays, workshops and events at the
ASC, and several meals included)

Prerequisites
None.
Students are encouraged to take
ENGL 311 (offered in Fall 2014)

Travel Dates
January 22nd-January 29th
The cast of Love’s Labours Lost, 2012/13. Photo By Lauren D. Rogers.

[Class will meet on campus,
starting on January 5th]
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